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Thoughts on God Presence

Brother Lawrence was an obscure seteenth century French monk
who, after a career as a foot soldier, entered the monastery as a Carmalite
brother. He described himself as a clumsy fellow who broke everything. Due
lack of talent and his uncanny ability to break things, he was puidrkitchen
washings pots and pans.

) It was in exercising these s[mple kitcpen Easks, that hg dedicated hims
uz 0S ¢gK2ffte D2RQa ONBFIuUdz2NBE ' a |
life of being present with Christ in all things and tasks basethree spiritual
formation principleg: ) o A )
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that we must not get lost in the playground of creation; rather we mus
focus on one great desiree. to live in the presence of the creatorall
our affairs.

2) We must concentrate on God in prayer and meditation, as if there we
only He and | in the world. Evexs he washed his pots and pans he
F20dzaSR 2y KA&a al'S FYyR L D2R t N

3) This God mindfulness practice was not naturally easydardénce. His
mind wandered, and his emotions ebbed and flowed. He had desires
promotions and approval, but he always brought his mind back to a s
of God mindfulness. He did it calmly without berating himself.

After his death, his letters andthea®2 1 Q& gNA G GSy NBEO2N
of spirituality, prayer and mindfulness were collected into a small book of
RSP20GA2ya AYy MchpHd® [ gNBYyOSQa NHzRA
that our conscious mind is like a little child, alwaysdering to find some
brighter and more interesting bauble. The treasure is not, however, outside ¢
us, rather it is found by going within. Mental wandering is not a hindrance to
experiencing a God Presence, instead it is a wonderful opportunity. Goimg fr
the experience of mind wandering to God mindfulness is a process that bring
more deeply into the Divine Mystery wherever we arendratever taskve are
doing

Fr. Bill +
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A Word from the Senlor Warden

As fall approaches, we prepare for a new seasort.seems that our lives pick up meaning
and purpose as we enter September. Perhaps that training stays with us even after we
outgrow the world of our youth. Fall always spelled the endf hot days and lazy ways as
we began a new school year and then later iife as our children prepared for new
challenges in school. Such as advancing to a new grade, or changing to a new school,
then college would beckon and off they would go seemingly retracing our footsteps.

As we enter that time framewe are making morechanges to our worship service and |
truly believe for the better. On August 21, we began a trial use of worship booklets,
which can be tailored and produced, on our parish computer. Sherry Minzey found this
O £Ox AOA AT A AOT OCE tion. ETAe sditivarefcAn@iastadthe' raadingsy
our prayer book and five separate hymnals which will allow more musical selections
than we have previously had available. The advantages here are numerous. There will
be no more copying and pasting items othe computer, music is available and all the
copyrights are included in the software so we will not have to photocopy from sources i:I
violation of copyrights. This process is both a leap forward in technology and lawful an
respectful way for us to use mterials that were formerly not available.

| found the new worship service to be very relaxing and it allowed me to concentrate
more on the service than on what book | needed to have open. Here is one more thing
its favor. The cost of the software, thencreased paper usage and increased toner usage
actually reduce our expenses when compared to purchasing the bulletin covers and
inserts with the readings. Not only that but it increases the efficiency of our office staff.
$1 17160 CAO O lingsAs@adt Bugel Butit wid Eeduce ©uk verall costs and
contribute to a smoother service for visitors and newcomers. Parishioners who prefer t
use the separate Prayer Book and the hymnal may do so and use the booklets as a
bulletin.

We enter the fallwith the worship booklets, our third Sunday programs and a new
approach to music. | truly wish that | could take credit for some of this, but | cannot. W
have innovative people who are making a real difference for our Parish and | am happy
to be aroundthem. As we continue to explore new ideas do not be bashful. If you like
something, tell someone please. Tell a vestry member, the worship committee, our
musicians and singers, our Rector or me. Likewise, if there is something that did not
seem righttell one of us as well. We need to know what works well and what does not.
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have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are
many,arel T A AT AU ET #EOEOOh AT A ET AEOEAOAI
keep striving and keep reaching for what is right and true.

Peace+

Bill Noone




Messenger Page3

{¢d al! ¢¢l192Qf{ {9wzxL/O

REAP:Donations for Loaves & Fishes for July totaledo®d fitems.

Even though the van used to piaok food donations was stolen from
REAP, they still have dedicated volunteers who use their own vehicl|
run the route to get the food delivered to REAP. Bob Sego is the RE
volunteer who usually comes by. 84atthews.

BACKPACK PROGRAM KNR2 dz2 K ISy SNRdza R2 Yl i
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contributed $517 to REAP for this program. Linda Gerding delivered t = =0 N
money to Al Brown, Director at REAP, on ALl. Al commented he f
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appreciative, saying he wished all the churches in Raytown were as
giving as St. Matthews.

1 CROP WALK WALN_lnda Gerdlng and Christina Brooks will attend the
% GwSONXzA G SN & wl f &t EentraPUhited Meshediste
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cm llllﬂGER WALK

ESL PROGRAM

The Administrative Team has met and set the schetiule
Classes to begin on Sept"L2New this year will be an Open House on
Aug. 29 for students to come early and pregister. A registration
fee of $10 per student will be collected to defray some of the i
expenses to run the program.

The format forteaching is also being changed somewhat
year as well. Classes will still be held on Mondays and Wednes s vwene:
from 6:30 to 8:30 however. Depending on the success of the Fall
semester will help the Admin Team determine if a second semester
will be held.

Blessings,
Linda Gerding Christina Brooks
Service & Outreach Commission
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CROP WALK 2011

ST.MATTHEW®! 9[t {¢ht ¢I

Sunday Oct. 9, 2011 ~ 2:00 p.m.
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Every year, the Second Sunday of OctobeBigidh Iy I G SR | & 3t Bablieéh the taditbS & Bt5 | & d
Matthews to raise funds to alleviate wdf R Kdzy 3SNJ 6& ¢l f1Ay3a Ay Ylyala /[ Al
(GommunitiesResponding tdOvercomePoverty) WALK is sponsored by Church World Services, who has made
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On Oct. 9, 2011 at Jacob Loose Park, acontinge8 ¥ { i@ al G KSéQa
mile trek, participating with hundreds from other churches in the Kansas City area, to walk in solidarity with
those who are hungry. Over One Billion people now suffer from hunger, locdllgrannd the world. Church
22NI R { SNBDAOS Aa OdaNNByife g2NyJAy3a Ay yn RATTFS
available during the drought season. 25% of the dollars raised support local agencies, one of which is the

Raytown Summer Kids Feeding Program. Out of the 5 States in our region, the Kansas City Crop Walk is the
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Brooks, both of whom have pledge sheets. Sponsgalaer and make a pledge!
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The following poem was shared with those attending the Crop Walk Recruiters meeting and was composed by

one of the Recruiters:

Desert Bleak
By: E. Irene Schmitt

Dry, dusty, desert bleak
Parched ground cracked beneath thesft.
Where is your grass, where is your tree
Where is the rain to moisten thee?

Many people walk all day,

Little children do not play.

Food is scarce, death is high
Few people ever hear them cry.

A little child stands alone,
The clothes he wears is alelpwns.
Stomach round from food not ete,
Here today, that need is met.

And what of tomorrow and the day after that,
Will this child live or become a stat?
It's not race,religion norcreed,
Only a people with a mighty need.

Look, look deep within youheart
For you're the one to give a new start.
Is the desert there or is it anywhere?

So many people in great despair.
Blessings,

Linda Gerding/Christina Brooks
Crop Walk CG&hairs2011
Service & Outreach Commissio

Walk
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Our first Y 3 A ATA x 2 NdEIAvatbE was aig
success with approximately 60 adults and 20 children.
We had a singalong with Ron Stockton at the pianonal
Fr. Bill on the drums part of the time. Homemade ice
cream and cookies were served and everyone seemed
have a very good time.

Thanks to all who made this a really fun night:
providers of music, ice crem, cookies, and games for
the children. Also, thanks to those who helped to set u
before and clean up after. AND a very big thank you t
all of the people who came to support the event.

\l Other people are needed to volunteer to Isb
future dThird Sunday Zelebratiors so that the fun

nights will be continued. Each one should be simple,
easy and different. If you had a good time at the first
one and want to be a part of futur@Third Sunday Zun
nights, contact Marilyn King or Jane Petrie. That way,
SOSNE2YS 62y Qi Onmedith. 62 R?2
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