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St. Matthew’s Vestry Elections
We continue to be blessed here at Saint Matthew’s with excellent leadership throughout our
amazing 56 ministry areas. On October 18th our congregation will meet to elect three new members
to our Vestry. Concluding their terms are, Brenda Laney, Rachel Morrison, and Christina Brooks;
we thank them for their service. Continuing on the Vestry are, Jane Petrie, Dave Chullino, Linda
Gerding, Bill Noone, George Smith, and James Laney.

Now for the good news! Seven of our members have accepted the invitation of the Nominating
Committee to have their names on the ballot, they are, Jason Brooks, Natalie Dake, Marilyn King,
Jeannie Miller, Bill Noel, Virginia Sembower, and Stacy Wagstaff. All are leaders and it will be
difficult to make a choice. In fact, many of you have discussed the quandary of how to make a
decision. Please make sure to read the short biographies each nominee submitted to the
Messenger.

Several years ago, while Interim Rector at Saint Andrew’s Church, I was asked to write a memo to
the Nominating Committee to assist them in their quest to recruit nominees for their Vestry. This is
what I shared with them and it maybe helpful as each of our members, who would like to vote for all
seven, has to make a decision. You will note that their Vestry was also going to be in the process of
calling a new Rector.

“To the Nominating Committee of St. Andrew’s Parish (October 2002)

As you consider candidates for Vestry, it might be helpful to note these three areas:

a. Personal Commitment - candidates should be more then simply “voting” members
of the congregation. They should be active as worshipers, workers and
contributors. Candidates should never be selected as a way to get them active in
the church.

b. Collective Presence - candidates need to be able to work as part of a group
where the discernment process operates. They should be able to listen and work
as part of the collective whole. It is not astute to select candidates based on
constituencies alone; one could imagine a diverse Vestry with no workers. It is
generally not appropriate to select for nomination either ordained persons or paid
staff members.

c. Faith Group Identity - this means acknowledge of and an appreciation for the
Episcopal Church. This is not to suggest a blind obedience to theology or polity
but rather a working familiarity with the basic principles of Episcopal life and
government. This is especially important for the incoming Vestry members as
they will be called upon to evaluate and “call” an Episcopal Priest to be the next
Rector at St. Andrew’s.”

Continued on page 2
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Vestry Nominees

Jeannie Miller
I have been a member of St. Matthew's

since September 1963. George and I were
confirmed by Bishop Spencer, We had our
children baptized in spring of 1963. George
and I were involved with the children’s
Sunday School and we setup a children’s
Nursery in the old chapel. We had the
children’s chapel & leaning center. After
which we moved to the undercroft where we
started the Sunday school program. I helped
Helen Wolf to teach first grader class. Then I
went on to help with the cleaning of the
church with George and started a regular
program to keep the church cleaned on a
regular basis. I have been involved with the
ECW; I was president for 2 years. After I
retired, I wanted to be on the Altar Guild. I
love to be able to get our church ready for
each service, and help with getting special
services ready, ( funerals & weddings,). To
see the altar ready in these services is my goal
for St. Matthew's. I am willing to serve on the
Vestry, and help to get St. Matthew's off to a
new start with a new rector.

George and I have been married for 55
years, we have two daughters, two grand
daughters, and 3 three great grand sons. I am
happy to say it’s been wonderful to see and
have our children so close to us. St.
Matthew's is our Church family that we love.

Virginia Sembower

I am a widowed mother of 2 sons, Chris 23 &
Kyle 21, both still living at home with me. During
the day I am a Senior Lettering artist with
Hallmark Cards and have worked for them for
over 20 years. I am a designer and calligrapher
and sit on several advisory boards within the
creative community at Hallmark.

I originated from Michigan, growing up the
oldest of 5 children to parents who were social
workers (my minor). I still have a passion for
helping people that has manifested itself at
different times in my life in very different ways: I
have been a licensed foster parent, a den mother,
volunteer for the MS society, ESS (remember the
Jazz concerts? I used to do their artwork), taken
care of my disabled brother on and off for the last
20 years and most recently, to care for my
husband as his health declined. Like most
parents, somewhere in there I managed to attend
as many of the games, meets, school events and
concerts that my sons were involved in as I could.

I have been a member of St. Matthews since
the late 80's, being fairly active when my children
were young and taking a hiatus as my husband's
health declined in the mid 90's. Since his passing
almost 2 1/2 years ago, I have become
reacquainted with my spiritual life and family at
St. Matthews. Currently I am a participating
member of ECW, ESL- working in the nursery,
the Altar guild (I am trying to learn from women
who know this age old tradition intimately!), as
well as attend as many study groups as are
offered - currently the ones that meet at both the
Laney's and at Jane Petrie's house.

Stacy Wagstaff

My name is Stacy Wagstaff. I live here in Raytown with my husband, Tom and our two boys, Jordan
and Alex. We have been members of St. Matthews for eight years, and both our boys were baptized
here. I love the close-knit family we have here. I was an art teacher for 10 1/2 years before I decided to
take some time off. Now, I have my own business painting murals, decorative walls, and refinishing
cabinets. I also substitute for the Raytown school district. I am in charge of the Worship Center for St.
Matthews, as well as work on Monday nights in the nursery for ESL. I love St. Matthews and my
church family!
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Liturgy and the Trinity

Note: This is the sixth in a series of articles taken from notes on this past year’s Lenten study. The study was
based on Mark Galli’s book, Beyond Smells and Bells, The Wonder and Power of Christian Liturgy.
This summary is taken from the blog at http://wonderandpower.blogspot.com/.

We went through Chapter 12, Living the Trinity, and Chapter 13, Drunken Sobriety.

Chapter 12: The liturgy reminds me that I've been made to love God "perfectly"...To love God
perfectly means to love God fully, with heart, soul, mind, and strength. p.98

The God of the liturgy is a Trinity from beginning ("Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit")
to end ("The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit"). p. 98

Galli points out that we tend to think of the Trinity in terms of doctrine, but it is essential, and this
is where the liturgy really helps out, to experience "what is hidden in, with, and under the theology"
of the Trinity, and that experience "will transform us." p. 99

We are transformed because we are invited, really ushered, into becoming a participant in the
personal relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a relationship of perfect love. And it is this
experience that can "satisfy the basic yearning of the human heart, which has been created for
communion." p. 101

The starting point for the Enlightenment was/is Descartes' proclamation, "I think, therefore I am."
"The biblical, liturgical, Trinitarian starting point, by contrast says, "I love, therefore you are. You
love, and therefore I am." p. 101 We did not discuss this difference in outlook in any depth, but its
implications are significant: the one leads to a focus on the individual as the center and ultimately
to excruciating loneliness and alienation, the other to a "profoundly communitarian ethos", a
"reciprocation of love". pp. 101-102

"This profoundly communitarian ethos is woven all through the liturgy because the liturgy is
profoundly Trinitarian. If we pray it often enough, it will begin to radically shape our lives. We'll
start to discover that our primary duty in life is not to find ourselves, not to develop our gifts, nor to
make sense of life. Instead we'll realize that we are called to love others so that they can come into
existence, while they do the same for us." p. 102

In short we become, as Peter writes (II Peter 1:4), "partakers of the divine nature." p.104

Whew! Ain't that something! And guess what? It is delightfully true...

J. Laney, Adult Education
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St. Matthew’s Community ESL Program –
our third year has begun…..

We’ve had a great start to our third year of the Community ESL Program with 41 adult
students registering during the first week of classes; 25 of the 41 were returning students
from last year. Each week has continued to bring additional student registrations. Please
join with us in this prayer as we begin this new year of ESL:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the warm and welcoming spirit of hospitality and
acceptance that permeates this place, and for the prayers and open hearts of the St.
Matthew’s community that enables this outreach service to continue and thrive. May the
Holy Spirit who dwells in us find a dwelling place in the lives of all who enter here. As they
seek to learn English, may they also find a deeper knowledge and experience of your love. As
we work with them, may we find our own lives enriched, our visions broadened, and our
hearts enlarged. And may all we do be done through the grace and love of your Son, Jesus
Christ.

Amen

The St. Matthew’s Choir came back strong on September 13. It was so great to
hear them singing from the choir pews again. Janet Carney has joined the choir
and we’re so happy to have her. I think we’re going to have a great year singing
our praise and thanks to God and lending musical leadership to our
congregation.

We celebrated St. Matthew on our second Sunday back in September. It was a good celebration of our
patron saint in a sea of red clothing that Fr. Gary guessed might have been a little in support of the KC
Chiefs also. Even if it was it served to be a festive way to honor Matthew. The music aided the
celebration and once again the choir’s energy and enthusiasm for singing was high.

The choir warms up and rehearses the music of the day every Sunday morning at 9:15. As we move
closer to the holiday seasons I look forward to our working together, and I greatly appreciate your
dedication and support. Welcome back my friends.

I hope you will welcome Betty Bauer who will be our guest organist on the first two Sundays of
October. I have a conference to attend and will be able to spend a little time with Jessica while I’m
there. Looking very much forward to that but will miss all of you. You will be in my prayers.

Yours faithfully,
Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director
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OCTOBER MESSENGER/CALENDAR DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 18TH

ECW in Action
Throughout the years, God has blessed the work of the ECW at St. Matthew’s.

Our thanks go to everyone who purchased mums. The beautiful plants came from
Farrand Farms where we worked with Bob Boehm. He filled our order for 72 mums and
delivered them to the church without an additional charge.

The October 25 Fall Bazaar and Bake Sale is a major fundraiser of the St. Matthew’s
ECW. As a part of the event we will be having a drawing for a red, white and blue
afghan, a blue afghan, a $50.00 gift certificate for a Honey Baked Ham or Turkey
Breast; and a $50.00 gift certificate for gas. Raffle tickets are available now from any
ECW member and you may get your tickets from Jeannie Miller during Coffee Hour.
Your generous donation will be appreciated.

We will be setting up for the Bazaar and Bake Sale on October 23 at noon and October
24 at 8:00 a.m. Please bring your crafts and baked goods priced to sell.

We continue to have fundraisers during the year to support our work in mission and
ministry. They also allow us to have funds available when St. Matthew’s needs a major
improvement. We are happy to give up to $2,500.00 for new carpet in the office areas.

Please come to our meeting on October 17 at 10:30 a.m. We look forward to seeing you!

Nancy Anderson
ECW President

From Your Finance Committee

Well from a financial point of view it is good that August is over. Our pledge income was about
14% below what we had budgeted and our expenses were up. That is never a good combination. We
hope that means that a lot of us were on vacation.

On a positive note our overall financial position is still strong and we enter the fall in a good
position as we continue our journey to the future. We are still participating in the Diocesan Parish
Partnership Program and we appreciate your prayers for our continued parish renewal. It has been a
busy year, and look forward to our second election for parish leadership in as many years. We surely
must see this as a sign that all of us are committed to the future, because several years went by when
no one wanted to serve on the Vestry.

Please listen to God when the Stewardship Committee contacts you.
Thanks for your support in doing God’s work.

Bill Noone, Chair
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To our wonderful St Matthew's family,

We can't thank you enough for all your prayers, cards, food and visits. We couldn't have done it
without you. Thanks to the Lord for Charlie being able to go to the golf course, and fishing at our
friend’s pond in Greenwood. We are especially thankful to be going to the Lake of the Ozarks for his
family reunion with 2 older sisters, a younger brother, and sister at our Lakeview resort in Sunrise
Beach where we have gone many times. Our daughter Cathie, granddaughter Erin, and son in law
Rob will also join us this year. We have three cottages and ours has a ramp! We plan to go to the
Ozark BBQ that has a handicap deck to sit on and watch the boats and carp!

“A Special Thank You” to Fr. Gary and our daughter and family. Without whom I would have
never made it.

With Love,
Jane and Charlie

Mark Your Calendar - Saturday, November 7, 7:30 P.M. Showtime
Reel Time Meal Time: St. Matthew’s ‘Dinner’ and a Movie Series

St. Matthew’s Adult Education and a ‘group to be named’ are all set to present the third and final
offering in the series of our Reel Time Meal Time movies. This time around we’ll be watching the
classic, “Babette’s Feast,” a movie that will prove just as rewarding as our last two offerings!

Like the previous two events, it will be BYOS: Bring Your Own Snacks; drinks will be provided by
the sponsors.

Like the first two, this third movie includes the theme of building and restoring relationships through
‘breaking bread’ around the table.

Plan on attending this, our third offering on Saturday, November 7!

Doors open at 7:00 PM, movie begins at 7:30 after a brief introduction.


