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You Have to Feel It to Believe It 
 

  A virtue is a habit or a theme that is implanted in our minds that becomes a 
good and habitual action of the will. Furthermore, not only is a virtue an action, it is 
an emotional feeling that drives our life in such a way that we respond to 
summoning spiritual feelings with promptness. It is most important to realize that 
Christian education is not just the study of the Bible, the saints of the Church or the 
liturgy. It is basically about emotional balance.  
 Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ we learn about the relationship 
between virtue and feelings. The apostle Paul is suffering in prison, but it is from his 
prison cell that he writes his most joyful epistle. He is suffering from physical pain 
and isolated from his Christian family. Yet his painful negative feelings are overcome 
by feelings of joy.  
 In prison, Paul turns his feelings to the love and affection he has received 
from his earlier days in Philippi. Instead, of sitting in his cell drowning in negative 
feelings, he turns to the feelings of love in his heart for the people of Philippi. It is 
love that leads him to take pen in hand and write an epistle about the virtue of 
pursuing joy. 
 For Paul, joy is not just a feeling. It is an organizing theme for life in Christ; it 
is a virtue. Paul discovers the feeling of joy because he reflects upon the feelings of 
love that he has experienced at an emotional level in Philippi. 
 Paul teaches us that joy is a fundamental theme for living our life. This 
joy is not just a blessing or a feeling; it a lifestyle that we work at. Joy comes 
to those who go beyond the pursuit of happiness. Joy is the virtue of 
ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
works in our life in all situations. Happiness depends on happenings, but joy 
depends on a loving, joyful and trusting relationship with Jesus. 
 We learn a very important principle in Philippians about spiritual 
formation. We must base our life upon virtuous feelings. Living a Christian life 
of joy is the result of organizing our life around positive, joyful feelings of love 
in all situations. 
 We could say that one has to feel virtuous in order to be virtuous. In 
other words, we have to feel it to believe it and live it. 
  

Fr. Bill + 
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From the Senior Warden 
 

When you read this it will be officially autumn and that means two things are about to happen.  The first 
is the election of new Vestry members.  This is a special way to serve God and your fellow man.  I truly 
believe that we have a completely new tone in our Vestry meetings and we are all committed to moving 
St. Matthews ahead.  Please consider service on the Vestry as a ministry where we all work together to 
transform our Parish into a growing church again.  We all care about one another and as we meet each 
Saturday and Sunday, I know that God is with us. 
 
We have four weeks to nominate persons to serve on the Vestry and there are forms available in the 
Narthex for your use.  Rick Roberts and I are the Vestry members on the nominating committee and we 
will add two non-vestry parishioners to our team.  Pray about whom you think would be a contributor on 
the Vestry.  It can be a very rewarding experience.  Thanks for your help.  
 
The second big event is the stewardship canvass.  This is an important way to serve God so please be 
prayerful when you make your pledges for the coming of the year. 
 
The measure of our faith is in serving.  The old adage that it is more blessed to give than to receive is 
especially meaningful at this time of year.  All of us serve the Lord in many ways. Service on the Vestry is 
one way and our annual stewardship campaign is another.  Both are vitally important to our parish and 
our ability to continue to serve God in this place.  Please consider and pray how you can best serve our 
Lord and Savior. 
 
We look forward to working together in His service.  These lines from Come Thou Font of Every Blessing 
ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘΣ ά¢Ƙȅ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǘǘŜǊΣ ōƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜŜΧIŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ h 
take and seal it for Thy courts abovŜΦέ  
 
Bill Noone 
Senior Warden    

 

 

Christmas in October  
 
 

Christmas is closer than you think. REAP is gearing up for their annual 
Christmas Store. We are in need of donated gifts. Our Christmas list consists of,  

but is not limited to ð toys for all ages, adult gifts such as costume jewelry, 
watches, toiletries, billfolds and purses, etc. and household items. A complete 
list will be in our next newsletter. This is REAPõs 24th  Annual Christmas Store 

helping familie s in the Raytown Community. Checks or cash are needed to buy 
gifts for older children and teenagers. Wrapping paper is also needed. Thanks for 

caring !! Consider giving a gift donation this holiday season! REAP will provide 
you with a gift card announcing a donation to REAP in honor of anyone on your 
gift list.  
 

PLEASE OPEN YOUR HEART AND YOUR CHECKBOOK! 
 

Linda Gerding 
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3RD SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS 
OCTOBER 16, 2011    4:00-6:00p.m. 

 

òPUMPKINS  ~ POPCORN ~ PUZZLESó 
 

Please join us in this 3
rd 

Sunday Celebration to eat popcorn (various flavors), drink 

apple-cider, and put together puzzles!  Tables will be set up for you to work on a 

puzzle YOU BRING, OR pick one from an available selection.  There will be easy 

ones for younger children and harder ones for the more advanced puzzler.  If you get 

stuck finding a piece at your tableécirculate to another and help someone else find 

their piece!  Letôs see how many puzzles we can finish! (Pictures WILL be taken!) 

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors for a fun time at St. Matthewôs!  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 
 

Hostesses, 

Beci Bosley, Linda Gerding, Virginia Sembower 

 
 
 
 

 

 

BACKPACK SUNDAYS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED  

As REAP moved into its 19th year of handing out school supplies we knew this was going to be a 
challenging endeavor. The need was greater than we have ever experienced in prior years. The cost 
of school supplies, back packs, and new school shoes is higher than ever. The total price tag for this 
year reached nearly $9000. 

Howeverɂ 

Mission Accomplished . Nearly 450 Raytown C-2 School children went to school with new 
school supplies from REAP. We here at REAP feel that each child should have the opportunity to have 
brand new school supplies for a new school year. Obviously the community of Raytown feels the 
same way. REAP would like to say  

THANK YOU to all of those that donated school supplies, money, and their time to make the 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 2%!0 ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÉÔȭÓ 
most important programs. 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÁÖÅ ȰÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÖÅȱ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒË you will 
never know how much REAP appreciates it. We will start by sayingɂ 

THANK YOU ! 

 From the REAP Newsletter & St. Matthew's Service & Outreach Commisison 
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NOVEMBER   
Messenger/Calendar  

Deadline  
October  20th        

 

A new year of                   ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴΧ 
 

We recently kicked off the 5th ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ 
Community ESL classes, with 22 students registered during 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ΧŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘs joining us during the 
first few weeks of class.  We want to thank everyone who so 
generously contributed items to help us get started with 
supplies to begin our fall classes. 
 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
year. On Monday nights James Laney provides instruction in 
phonemic awareness for all the classes, followed by class 
practice sessions. On Wednesday nights we continue to 
have the core classes. We are very fortunate to have 3 
experienced teachers leading the Wednesday night core 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΥ [ƛƴŘŀ aŎ±Ŝȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ά/έ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ aŀǊƛŀ ½ŀǊŀǘŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.έ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ tƻǿŜǊǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
ά!έ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ   
 

In addition to these teachers, the program also needs 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 
helpers, computer facilitators, and greeters. Serving in these 
capacities this year are:  Linda Gerding, Beci Bosley, Aaron 
Lockee, Carl Turlin, Laurie Gronskei, Yael Abouhalkah, 
Christina Brooks, Marci Brown-Turlin, Barbara Chase, Judy 
Roberts, Stacy Wagstaff, Barbara Wegener, Rick Roberts, Jill 
McComas, George Chase, Jane Matson, and Jacqueline 
aŎ/ƻȅΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛam 
Jewell college students who also have volunteered to come 
each week to help out where needed. 
 

Thanks for your continued prayers and support of this 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
involved, please contact Brenda Laney, 816.217.7823. 
 

 

 Many Thanks! 
 

aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ Yŀȅ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
nice selection of salads, desserts, a vegetable tray and meat tray. The tables looked 
lovely; thanks to Joy for the arrangement of flowers from her garden. 

 
A special thank you to Nancy Anderson and Barbara Chase for helping to set up; and to all who 
helped clean up. It was much appreciated. 
 
Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜΣ 
Pat Whitmore, Pastoral Care 

 

ECW Workshops 
 

ECW will be having Knitting & 
Craft Workshops on Saturday, 
Oct. 1st & 8th at 10:30 a.m. to 
prepare for the Fall Bazaar If 

you are crafty, or would just like 
to help, please join us in making 
this yearôs bazaar a success. 

 
The October 15, ECW Meeting 
will be used for the pricing of 

sale items for the Fall Bazaar. 

 

SUPPORT THE CROP 
WALK....OCT. 9TH 

2:00PM....SPONSOR  
A WALKER! 

 

Linda Gerding 

Thank You  
 

The September food count 
for REAP was 117 

 

Good Job St. Matthewôs! 
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No need to go shopping at the Mall  
Find gifts for the holidays,  birthdays , and anniversaries.  
One of lęvtyoęszxpxlopęn}lq ~ęlyoęM_p¢ę zęjzõNęt px~» 

 

Got a Sweet tooth?  
Many yummy goodies at the bake sale table.  

 
 

Do you feel lucky?  
 

How would you like to have a cool Kindle e - reader with carrying 
case?  Everyone needs $50.00 of Hy Vee  groceries and $50.00 of QT 
gasoline.  We all can enjoy the comfort and warmth of beautiful 

handmade afghans.  (One is off white with a diamond design and one is 
light blue).  

 

Get your drawing tickets starting October 1 from any E.C.W. member.  
Winners wil l be selected at the Fall Bazaar on October 30.   

You do not need to be present to win.  
 

Good luck!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


