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An American Thanksgiving Promise 
 
 It is thanksgiving, and it is time to turn our minds and hearts to the 
virtue of gratitude, especially our gratitude for living in the United States of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƻƻǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǊŀŎŜ-
huƳŀƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 

 Every great civilization rests on a set of promises; they are moral 
promises about how to behave toward each other and physical promises 
about how to use our economic system. If the promises are broken too 
often, the civilization dies, no matter how rich it may be, or how 
mechanically clever. Hope and faith depend on the promises; if hope and 
faith go, everything goes. 
 

 On thanksgiving, we must remind ourselves of the great American 
promise. Americans have promised each other to treat our neighbors as 
equals. The promise rests on the old belief that every person has something 
of the divine, some spark of the eternal, which gives the person as much 
right to be taken seriously as the other person. 
 

 This is a noble promise, and from it has come the American gift of 
liberty and such democracy, as we possess; but it must be expressed in 
terms of action, of something we can all do every day. 
 

 Here is something practical and definite that we can all do. We can 
do it without passing a law, without running for office, without building a 
powerful business and without founding a committee. We can do it on our 
ƻǿƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 

 We can start today by treating each other -- rich or poor, Christian, 
Jew or Muslim, Mexican or Chinese, Caucasian or African American--as if we 
really believed in the basic promise which is America. 
 

 This thanksgiving, once again, we will utter our great prayer of 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ άDƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ   
  
Father Bill  + 
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 Message from the Senior Warden 

 
!ǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
When we consider what it means to serve, it becomes even more important to show that honor 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ Daily we are told the casualty 
numbers for Iraq and Afghanistan, and it makes me think of the wars we fought in the twentieth 
century; World War I with its brutal trench warfare and 112,000 American deaths, World War II 
and the 416,000 Americans who sacrificed their lives, Korea another 54,000 and finally the war of 
my generation Vietnam at a cost of another 58,000 of our countrymen. Thoughts of these costs of 
wars lead one to question whether leaders always think of those who serve. I believe that the 
good leaders do. 
 
I would like to give you a quick overview of what leadership meant to two American heroes of our 
recent past. The first is retired Lt. Gen. Hal Moore. In 1965 General Moore was a lieutenant 
colonel who commanded the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment. His superiors ordered him and 
his battalion into the Ia Drang valley in Vietnam in November 1965. They really did not know 
what to expect, but I seriously doubt that anyone dreamed that they would land under hostile 
fire and be outnumbered nearly 10 to one. After the battle, Colonel Moore was the last man on 
the last helicopter to leave the battlefield. In 2005, he gave his final address to the Corps of 
Cadets at West Point and he described what he believed to be the core values that a leader must 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎΦ IŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ 
greatest of them all was love ς that they must love the soldiers they lead more than self, more 
ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦέ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƻƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘhe book he co-authored with Joe 
Galloway, We Are Soldiers Still. 
 
The other leader is the late Richard Winters. He was company commander of Easy Company, 
506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division. He led them from June 6, 1944 until 
he was promoted after a series of battles in Holland. He listed the attributes of leadership to 
include character, competence, and courage, to remain humble and to lead by example. I came to 
know these men through books, before the movies and television series made them household 
names. They are the type of people we hope will lead us, particularly in precarious times.   
 
I truly hope that we can apply these principals of leadership to our parish. I also hope that if my 
grandsons are called to serve our country, they can be led by men of character who love them, 
men who understand what it means to love other humans as God has commanded us to do. 
 
Let us pray for all those who serve and honor those who have served. God Bless America.  
                        
Bill Noone 
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CROP WALK 2011 
ST. MATTHEWS-άI9[t {¢ht ¢I9 I¦bD9wέ 

Sunday Oct. 9, 2011 ~ 2:00 p.m. 
 

      On Oct. 9, 2011 at Jacob Loose Park, the following 
parishioners made up the {¢Φ a!¢¢I9²Ω{ /wht ²![Y 
TEAM: Yael Abouhalkah, Beci Bosley, Patti McGill Rowe,  
and Linda Gerding.  It was another afternoon of beautiful 
Fall weather with hundreds of participants.  The St. 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ рY ²ŀƭƪ 
together.   

      {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ has raised $500.00 to date, with some 
donations yet to be turned in. A BIG THANKS goes to the 
tremendous generosity and fundraising efforts of many from 
{ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ  .ȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǇ ²ŀƭƪΣ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ άeradicate extreme poverty and 
ƘǳƴƎŜǊέ world wide, has been met.  

      We pray: Oh God, to those who have hunger, give bread.  
And to those who have bread, give hunger for justice.  
(Latin American prayer) 

      Blessings, 

Linda Gerding/Christina Brooks 
Crop Walk Co-Chairs-2011 
Service & Outreach Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Linda Gerding, Patti McGill-Rowe, Yael Abouhalkah, Beci Bosley 
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E.C.W. Handiwork 
 
     The E.C.W. Fall Bazaar and Bake Sale were very 
successful.  Thanks to Pat Whitmore for her 
leadership.  Everyone did their part to make this 
possible. 
 
      Our knitters, crafters and bakers worked tirelessly 
providing a variety of merchandise and baked goods.  
We were fortunate to have several husbands, adult 
children, and a sister in Tennessee make items for us 
to sell. 
 
     The bazaar was promoted with smart advertizing 
and ticket sales.  A few of us served as cashiers.  We 
had a large group of E.C.W. ladies do pricing, set up 
and take down. 
 
     /ÕÒ ÓÁÌÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÎÄ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȟ 
as well as the E.S.L. classes.  Thanks to all our 
customers. 
 
     Congratulations  to the prize winners! 
 
      Gay LaMonica-- Off White Afghan 
      Darren Hatton  -- Blue Afghan 
      Dean Anderson  -- $50 .00 Quick Trip Gas Card 
      Nancy Anderson  -- $50.00 HyVee Grocery Card 
      Linda Batson -- Kindle E-Reader with Case 
 
Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President 
 

 
Thank You  
 

The 2011 Bazaar has come and gone, many thanks to all 
who made it a successful year; the set-up and clean-up 
groups, the wonderful bakers (who outdid themselves, 
again), to those that made the beautiful handmade 
items, and our cashier. Thanks to Sherry and Nancy for 
the advertising and footwork behind the scenes. All was 
much appreciated. 
 
Big thanks to all! 
Pat Whitmore 
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3RD SUNDAY CELEBRATION 

òPUMPKINS  ~ POPCORN ~ PUZZ LESó 

OH WHAT FUN !!!  


