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We are a nation of immigrants. We all came from somewhere else. Some came across
the Atlantic Ocean seeking opportunity like those in the Jamestown Colony - whose
Chaplain, Robert Hunt, established the Anglican Church in 1607, America’s first
church. Some like the pilgrims in 1620 seeking religious freedom from the Anglican
Church. Some were taken captive and brought over against their will on slave ships
from Africa - where now the Anglican Church is growing faster then any place else in
the world. We are a nation of immigrants, even our Native Americans' ancestors walked
here from Siberia - and interesting enough, the Anglican/Episcopal Church is the largest
Denomination among American Indian People.

Thanksgiving recalls us all to our immigrant roots. It retells the story of groups coming
into a new and strange land fighting to survive. It memorializes their struggle for
freedom and symbolizes our ongoing struggles for liberty, hope, and a better future. It
also acknowledges God as the source of help in the mist of a difficult, cold, and
drastically changing world.

Thanksgiving, as we know it, is uniquely American, but setting aside a day for giving
thanks is not as unique as one might think. You see Israel had a very similar
Thanksgiving Day. Like us - Israel was a nation of immigrants. For 400 years they had
been slaves in Egypt before they immigrated for 40 years to the Promised Land seeking
freedom. Like American immigrants, they found a land flowing with milk and honey but
also filled with new dangers. Even Abraham and Sarah, who were the first to receive
the promise of the land, had been immigrants from Ur.

Before Israel entered the land, God told them to set aside a day to give thanks. It was
the Festival of the First Fruits. It would have been earlier in the year than our
Thanksgiving but the idea was the same. God told them to bring the first fruits and
offer them to God in thanksgiving for the blessings he had given them. It ends with
guess what? A feast! They might not have had turkey, stuffing, cranberry sauce, and
pumpkin pie, but like the pilgrims, and us, they feasted.

Maybe as we all gather at the Thanksgiving table this year we should remember that we
have traveled a long way to get where we are. It has been an exodus through a
wilderness of dangers and pitfalls. All for the shining hope of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness

And, of course, it seems only proper that while we give thanks to God for guiding us,
that we acknowledge our fellow citizens, men and women who have fought for centuries
to protect our Nation so that we could be people of faith living out God’s plan for us.

In the 17th Century, the Jamestown Colony and the Pilgrims fought disease and the
elements to find freedom.

In the 18th Century, we fought for our independence and the right to govern ourselves.

In the 19th Century we fought so that the statement “All men are created equal” could
be applied to all men and then we struggled so that the working class would have rights
and so that “All men are created equal” could be applied to women.
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Veterans Day is a national holiday to honor those who have answered the call to serve.
Originally, November 11th was called Armistice Day, and was set aside to mark the end of
the Great War, the First World War, the war that was to end all war. “It was the eleventh day
of the eleventh month and at the eleventh minute of the eleventh hour, there was silence, as
if the world had stopped on its axis. Then all the bells in all the churches rang out. Finally,
the world was at peace.”

But it wasn’t the war to end all wars, as we know. November 11th was Armistice Day until
1954 when, by Act of Congress, the name was changed to Veterans Day. That October,
President Dwight Eisenhower, the general who led the Allies to victory in Europe, called on
all citizens to “observe the day by remembering the sacrifices of all those who fought so
gallantly, and through rededication to the task of promoting a lasting peace.”

But wars came back to haunt us, and war haunts us still. And so we ask men and women to
serve our country, and it doesn’t matter whether in time of war or in time of peace. It makes
no difference when or where a man or a woman serves because the dangers to life are ever
present.

Saint Matthew’s Church will honor all, who are now or were connected to our congregation,
and who have served or are now serving in our Armed Services, at the 10:15 am Eucharist
on Sunday November 8th.

A booklet of names is being prepared. These persons will be remembered individually
during the Prayers of the People. Additionally, some individuals or families have provided
brief biographies for inclusion in the booklet. During the service new National and
Episcopal Church Flags will be blessed and then raised on the memorial flag pole on the
north east corner of the parish grounds with the singing of the National Anthem.

Persons having names or biographies to contribute should do so without delay to Sherry in
the Parish office. This memorial booklet is intended for continued use with new names and
pages added each year.
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In the 20th Century we fought two world wars to free the world of violence and tyranny; we fought a cold
war to remain free from communism.

And now in the 21st Century we are fighting to be free from terrorism and mass murder.

We did not arrive at this place on our own. Generations of others took risks, even gave their lives, so that
we could live in this promised land of the United States. Whether your ancestors walked over land bridges,
arrived in wooden ships, or more recently came in jet planes; we owe a debt to those who, in the past and
in the present, are sacrificing to keep us free. This Veterans Day and this Thanksgiving Day may we
remember and give thanks to God for everything.

Faithfully,

Gary R. Gilbertson +
Interim Rector




