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1 Peter and the Weeks of Easter  
 

Over the next four Sundays, we enter into the weeks after Easter. During 
the course of these Sundays, we will open up in our liturgy the Epistle of 1 Peter, 
especially chapters one and two. I will present an overriding theme from 1 Peter, 
namely God keeps his promises, especially in extremely difficult times. I will 
break this them down into four sermons: 

 

  I) God got you here, and God will get you through it. 
 2) Life may not get better, but I can get better. 
 3) Learn to tolerate the intolerable. 
 4) Living in a loving, obedient and loyal spiritual household. 
 

1 Peter Historical Background 
 

 In the summer of A.D. 64 a great fire destroyed much of Rome. It was 
widely believed that the emperor Nero was responsible. He selected Christians 
as the scapegoats to blame. Christianity, until this time, had been seen as a 
Jewish sect. With Nero, the Christians become marked as being separate from 
Judaism in the eyes of Rome. Waves of oppression and persecution quickly 
spread over the empire. It was during this time that Paul was killed, and Peter 
was crucified upside down.  
 

 Peter wrote to his fellow Christians who were being persecuted. He 
wrote to comfort them with the hope of an eternal life and to challenge them to 
continue to live holy, loyal and obedient lives even under unjust and intolerable 
persecution. 
 

  Likewise, we must be comforted by the promises of Christ that during 
excruciating and unwarranted suffering that he remains our hope, and we are 
able to endure and remain loyal to the Father until the end. 
The Basic Blueprint for 1 Peter 
 

1) DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όмΥм-2:10) 

2) ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ όнΥмм-4:19) 

3) ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ όрΥм-14) 

Father Bill +   
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A Message from the Senior Warden 
 

Last week I took a car to a dealer for service and the dealership had a sign in the service 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtŀǊŘƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘǳǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎΦέ Lǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 
that they were doing that to provide better service and a more comfortable waiting area for 
their customers. In my daily commute I pass hundreds of orange barrels and there are signs 
ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ άwŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ȊƻƴŜΦέ wƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
improved. 
 
Change can be uncomfortable and sometimes messy. Change can also be rewarding as we 
move from a very comfortable complacency into a rewarding future. That is the vision I have 
for changes in our parish. Changes are necessary and some may be uncomfortable, but we 
have to make them to arrest our decline and move forward. For example, one very positive 
change has been to switch our 8AM Sunday service to 4PM on Saturdays. Attendance at this 
service has increased and a number of our parishioners more easily attend the service. 
 
We are in the midst of doing something few churches have been able to do. We are 
reversing a decline that started over a decade ago. Churches that recover after significant 
declines are rare. If we had continued to do that which felt comfortable and familiar, our 
decline would have become permanent. Our parish would have slowly ceased to exist. 
 
We have been praying for direction that will lead us away from comfort to recovery. We 
have studied and been mentored by our interim rector and we have called our new full time 
rector to lead us into the future. We cannot rest any more than the saints rested. We have 
to press on to serve God and his son, ƻǳǊ ǎŀǾƛƻǊΣ WŜǎǳǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ŏontinue the journey together 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ  άtŀrdon our dust;έ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ   
 
May God bless us on our journey. 
 
Bill Noone, Senior Warden. 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Our next  
"Loaves & Fishes" Sunday is 

May 15, 2011 
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WOW is coming to St. Matthew's Episcopal Church. 
  
What is WOW? It's part of the stewardship drive we'll be enjoying this fall. 
  
Wait, did I just say a stewardship drive will be enjoyable? Absolutely, because when we have 
WOW on our side, St. Matthew's is going to be rocking and rolling with excitement. 
  
Well, maybe it won't be THAT exciting. Still, the Lord has blessed St. Matthew's and its members 
with so much over the years that, every fall, we need to pause and consider what kind of 
commitment we are going to make to keep the spirit of this church alive. 
  
Yes, WOW will be asking for some money to make sure the good works continue at St. 
Matthew's. But the WOW campaign also will stress how important it is for all of us to contribute 
our time and talents to making this a productive, loving, faith-centered church. 
  
Be prepared to get WOWed this fall. 
  
Yael T. Abouhalkah, for the Stewardship Committee 
              

      
 

                             

I would like to say a Huge THANK YOU to all the groups that provided food, 
set up and clean up for the Lenten Suppers!  I want to particularly thank 

Community of Hope for doing the Maundy Thursday dinner as well! 
 

The groups were: 
 

Altar Guild 
ESL 

Community of Hope 
ECW 
Choir 

Ushers 
 

You all deserve a pat on the back!!!  THANK YOU 
 

Barbara Wegener, Worship Chair 
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June 
Messenger/Calendar  

Deadline  
May 20th  

Mul t itasking 
 

       The Saturday before Holy Week begins has always been a 
ōǳǎȅ Řŀȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ. This year one part of this day was 
the regularly scheduled E.C.W. monthly meeting. A number of 
our members completed their Altar Guild responsibilities, then 
created palm branches and crosses and participated in the 
E.C.W. meeting. 
 

        We recently completed the annual Geranium Sale and 
previously held the Sweetheart Party. Both of these activities 
were successful and have allowed us to contribute $500.00 to 
Episcopal Relief and Development for the Japan Earthquake 
Response. Thanks to everyone who made this possible. 
 

        Mary Cease has been the E.C.W. Treasurer for a number of 
years. She does an excellent job and this was confirmed with a 
recent audit. Thank you to Marilyn King and Linda Gerding, our 
auditors. 
 

        At our last meeting, after discussion, a vote was taken to 
choose our summer event. The winner was a True Blue 
Celebration scheduled for June 25!   Much more on this later. 
 

Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President 

                           
  

RAYTOWN EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (R.E.A.P.) 

BOY SCOUT FOOD DRIVE 

APRIL 16, 2011 
 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ [ƛƴŘŀ DŜǊŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƻ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ор ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ w9!t ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘ ŦƻƻŘ 
drive. The volunteers helped unload and sort food items donated by local residents and gathered by the Boy 
Scouts. 

 Six area Boy Scout Troops began delivering sacks of food around 9:30am and continued through 
the day until around 2:00pm. It was somewhat chilly and windy to begin with but by noon had cleared off 
and warmed up, much to the delight of the volunteers. 

DǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ !ƭ .ǊƻǿƴΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ w9!tΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ 
home. aŀƎƎƛŜ /ƘŀǎŜΣ !ƭΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ !ǎǎǘΦ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ¢ƛƳ ²ŜǎǎƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘƛƴƎs 
άƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘέΦ hǾŜǊ мнΣпфл ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ. And 
ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ¢I!bY ¸h¦ ¢h {¢Φ a!¢¢I9²Ω{ t!wL{I ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ w9!tΦ  
 
Linda Gerding 
Service & Outreach Commission   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED 

MAY 30TH 
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What a wonderful Easter celebration we had and so many people to 
thank for it. Somehow, it was just extra special this year and I think it 
was the love and spirit that was put into the preparation that made 
that happen. 

 
Special thanks to the choir. They sounded twice as big as they really are and sang with such joy. 
Cathy Culp sang with us for the Vigil and we thank you for that Cathy. It was nice to have brass 
players from the Raytown Community Band. They enjoyed being with us and really enjoyed the 
Agape where they visited with us and made some new friends. 
 
!ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ wƻƴ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ. I want to thank Ron and Fr. 
Bill for playing some very special Easter tunes down stairs at coffee after the Sunday morning 
service. That was too much fun. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅΤ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ. Happy Easter to you 
all. 
 
We are now on the countdown to summer, which ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ 
ōŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎether some special groupings of singers and 
musicians for us to hear.  
 
Blessings to all. 
Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director 
 
 

 
We are most grateful to all those who made memorial and thank offering contributions for  

Easter lilies and flowering plants.  
The memorials and thanksgivings were listed in the Easter bulletins.  

Those who made contributions are as follows: 
 
 

John & Pat Madgett Linda & Mike Gerding Natalie Dake 
Dave & Kay Chullino Jane Matson Linda Shields 
Rick & Judy Roberts Jim & Sherry Minzey Virginia Sembower 
Jane Petrie Margot Carroll Bill & Linda McVey 
Wanita Reiss Jaqueline McCoy George & Jeannie Miller 
George & Julie Smith   

 


