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Focus on Lay Ministry

Here in Saint Matthew’ s Parish we have over 50 active lay ministries
involving some 300 volunteer positions. Many of our members take part in
several lay ministry areas for which we thank them with our whole hearts.

The purpose of this article isto consider the unique opportunity for service
of the Eucharistic Minister and the Eucharist Visitor. We begin by reminding
ourselvesthat in an ideal situation, every Eucharist would find a Bishop, Priest,
Deacon, and Lay Person (Sub-Deacon, Acolyte, Lector, Eucharistic Minister) at
the Altar supported by the Altar Guild, Musicians, Greeters, and Ushers. The
beauty and wonder of being part of the Eucharist fills us with awe as God touches
our lives.

The Eucharistic Minister is the term used to describe participation in the
distribution of the Holy Communion at liturgical servicesin the Parish Church and
the Eucharistic Visitor is the person that is sent out from the Altar to carry Holy
Communion to those not able to attend in the Parish building.

Persons who believe they may be called by God to offer themselvesto
serve as Eucharist Ministers and/or Eucharistic Visitors must be licensed by the
Bishop. A portion of the licensing requirement centers on training in such areas as
theology of the Sacrament, the history of the ministry, plus customs and practices
in administering the Body and Blood of Jesus the Christ.

To facilitate the training of persons to be newly licensed or for those
persons renewing their license aworkshop will be held on 27 June, the forth
Sunday, at 10:45 in the nave. This session isalso a part of our summer adult
formation program and all are invited to attend for the learning even if not seeking
alicense in these ministries. The session will conclude before noon.

Please feel free to address questions, comments, or reaction directly to me
by stopping by the Parish Office, sending an email, or telephone.
Faithfully

Gary Gilbertson+
Interim Rector
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The Episcopal Church Women of St. Matthew’s are happy to
report that geranium orders were strong at the end of our sale.
This year we sold 152 Bannister Garden geraniums. Please pick
up your plants at St. Matthew’s on May 2, just in time for
Mother’s Day!

We covered a wide variety of items at our April meeting. A
contribution of $100.00 will be made to Episcopal Community
Services for hunger relief from coins our members saved during
lent. The semi-annual United Thank Offering ingathering is
scheduled for May 23. After doing research, Pat Whitmore and
Virginia Sembower presented a number of ideas for fundraising to
our group. We're planning a fun fellowship event during the
summer and we’ll be doing more throughout the year.

Following our meeting, we had a wonderful time at Ophelia’s
celebrating the birthdays of Beci Bosley, Kay Chullino, Natalie
Dake, Carolyn Harris, Brenda Laney, Jeannie Miller, Virginia
Sembower and Pat Whitmore.

All ladies are invited to our next meeting on May 15 at 10:30 a.m.

Nancy Anderson
ECW President

LOAVES & FISHES

April food collection for
REAP totaled 173 items.
An ESL student donated 90
of those items.

"THANK YOU"

Our next
"Loaves & Fishes" Sunday is
June 20. 2010
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Memorial Day

Remember Those Who
Gave Their Lives
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The sign up sheet for hosting a
2010 POTLUCK SUPPER isin
the Narthex on the bulletin board.
Please sign up in advance so your

date can be listed on the calendar

Emergency Pastoral Care

Fr. Gary, our Interim Rector will be out of the community from April
27 to May 12; in an emergency, please contact one of the Wardens.
Area priests are on call; and worship services will be handled by the
Rev. Marshall Scott, Chaplain at St. Luke's South.

Sunday, May 9, 2010




