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Saint Matthew's Rector Transition
Questions & Answers

Question: Where are we in the process of seeking a new rector?
Answer: The quick answer is that we are on schedule. Our former installed
rector was with us for twenty-four years prior to his retirement and we,
therefore, knew it would take a suitable period before beginning the search
for and calling a new installed rector.

Question: What has happened so far?
Answer: The first task in a successful transition is called "Coming To Terms
With History." During this period our individual members and our
congregation as a whole have dealt with feelings such as: loss, anger,
relief, and guilt in letting go of the former rector.

Additionally, during this period, an Interim Rector was called to care for
and lead the congregation until a new installed rector arrives.

Question: What can we expect next in this process?
Answer: The Vestry is already at work on the second transitional task which
is known as "Discovering a New Identity" In this phase we examine who we
now are and who God is calling us to be. As was reported at the Annual
Meeting, our parish is in decline, a 45% loss of members and finances during
the past five years. The Vestry has been studying the necessary elements
needed by us and in a new rector so that we might be a turnaround parish,
which is defined as a 10% growth in average Sunday attendance over a five
year period.

It is planned by the Vestry that a special meeting of the congregation will
occur in June when they will report their progress and validate their
findings with the parish membership. Smaller group gatherings may also meet
to discuss our future.

Due to a lost of income during 2003-2007 we worked with an unbalanced
budget in 2008 and are doing so again this year. The Vestry is currently in
conversation with the Congregational Development Committee of the Diocese
in order to establish a limited financial partnership covering the current
period and the first few years of the new rectorship. We received a $7,000
grant in 2008 and will receive a $15,000 grant in 2009. These conversations
are ongoing.

Continued on page 2
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Questions & Answers- continued

Question: When will the Vestry begin seeking candidates
and how can members nominate?
Answer: The Parish Profile and Position Description will be
worked on over the summer and published on our web site. It
is likely that a second special congregational meeting will be
called to consider this data and outline the process the Vestry
will use to obtain nominations. Please hold your nominations
until ensuring that the priest you favor does, in fact, fit the
position description.

Question: What if we have more questions?
Answer: Communication during this transitional process is
extremely important. Three methods of communications
are available: (1) there will be articles in each Messenger
during the coming months, (2) there will be congregational
meetings, and (3) you may speak directly with a lay Vestry
member or Fr. Gary.

Announcement

The Diocesan Council recently eliminated two line items from
the Diocesan Budget for this year, thereby providing the
Diocese with some extra money. The Council then voted to
allocate this money back to the congregations using a pro-rated
formula based on this year’s assessment.

St. Matthew’s share amounted to $1,023.50, and we have
received a check for that amount. I’m sure you will join me in
saying “thank you” to the Diocese for this refund.

Jane Petrie
Senior Warden

LOAVES & FISHES

April food collection for REAP
totaled 111 items. This was

very good considering lots of
parishioners also contributed

to the Boy Scout food drive on
April 18th which netted over

20,000 items to REAP's
food pantry.

"THANK YOU"
ST. MATTHEW'S PARISH

Our next
"Loaves & Fishes" Sunday is

May 17, 2009

A Stewardship Prayer in Springtime

Oh Lord, giver of life and source of our freedom, we are reminded by the Psalmist that yours is “the
earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.”

We know that it is from your hand that we have received all we have, all that we are and all that we
will become.

Gracious and loving God, we understand that you call us to be stewards of your abundance, the
caretakers of all you have entrusted to us.

Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously.

May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Christ in our lives. We pray with grateful
hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Adapted from a prayer in Stewardship, September 2008 issue.

Submitted by Carl Turlin.

OFFICE
CLOSED
MAY 25TH
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A Message from the
Finance Committee

Because of the heavy schedule of Holy Week
and Easter we did not meet in April. Our
regular meeting would have been on Holy
Saturday. Since we had no pressing business we
chose to meet in May and not have an April
meeting.

During March our financial picture brightened.
There were five Sundays in March and we had
one annual pledge paid in full. Based on these
results, perhaps we should eliminate all our
meetings. Seriously our Parish continues to
need everyone’s help and those of us on the
Vestry and the Finance Committee appreciate
everyone’s support in our endeavors. As we go
forward your prayers will keep us strong and
focused on our mission to spread God’s word in
our community. Remember that we can go as
far as the Holy Spirit moves us.

Thanks for all that you do.

Prayerfully submitted,
Bill Noone, Chair

RAYTOWN COUNCIL ON AGING

PRESENTS

SENIOR EXPO 2009

Friday, May 8, 2009 10 am- 2 pm

Raytown City Hall
10000 E. 59th Street

Dear Congregations:

Please mark your calendar for May 8, 2009 to
attend the fifth annual Raytown Council on
Aging Senior Expo

This is a FREE event designed to provide the
senior adults of the Raytown Community with
information, education, health screenings,
promotions, refreshments and door prizes.

Plan to spend your time learning and
socializing with over 20 vendors, agencies
and organizations

If you have questions or need further
information, please contact Pat Law at
816-509-3048.

Choir Notes
The music director seems to be on Spring Break, in spirit only, not in location! Happy Easter to all, and
what a wonderful celebration we had. Our choir did so well sounding like a much bigger choir than they
are; Betty Bauer’s organ playing was great, and our trumpeters thrilled us again at the Great Vigil.

Thank you to all for your hard work and dedication to making our Easter celebration unforgettable.
Everything from flowers to food to music to beautiful bulletins and alters and everything in-between was
very impressive. There was so much happiness and joy and I still feel the affects.

Have a wonderful spring.

Patti / Music Director
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Adult Education

What do we mean when we use the word, 'liturgy'?
We just finished a six week Lenten study of liturgical worship, guided by Mark Galli’s book, Beyond
Smells and Bells, The Wonder and Power of Christian Liturgy. Those who participated all felt it was
a very worthwhile time spent together. In that light, I thought those of you who were not able to
participate directly might appreciate being able to learn a bit about what we discussed. My thought
is to include a brief summary of each session we had together in the next several editions of The
Messenger. Each summary is taken from the blog I kept and may be accessed directly at
http://wonderandpower.blogspot.com/.

It is easy to use a word without an agreed understanding of what we mean when we use it. I think
that is possible with this word, liturgy.

Here are a few thoughts to consider:

fr. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgy
As a religious phenomenon, liturgy is a communal response to the sacred through activity reflecting
praise, thanksgiving, supplication, or repentance.

The word comes from the Classical Greek word λειτουργία (leitourgia) meaning "public work". In 
the Greek city-states, it had a different sense: some public good which a wealthy citizen arranged at
his own expense, either voluntarily or by law.

Not infrequently in Christianity, a distinction is made between "liturgical" and "non-liturgical"
churches based on the elaboration and/or antiquity of the worship, but this obscures the universality
of public worship as a religious phenomenon. Thus, even the open or waiting worship of Quakers is
liturgical, since the waiting itself until the spirit moves individuals to speak is a prescribed form of
Quaker worship, sometimes referred to as "the liturgy of silence." Typically in Christianity,
however, the term "the liturgy" normally refers to a standardized order of events observed during a
religious service, be it a sacramental service or a service of public prayer.

From Mark Galli in Beyond Smells and Bells:
When I refer to "the liturgy" in this book, I am referring to the public Sunday service performed by
liturgical and mainline churches. I refer to it in the singular because the shape of the service is
remarkably similar in all these traditions (see Appendix B). p. 14

What do you think of when you hear the word, liturgy?

-James Laney, Adult Education

JUNE MESSENGER/CALENDAR DEADLINE MAY 21ST
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ECW News

Looking for Mother’s Day gifts, plants and baked goods? Please
shop our Spring Plant and Bake Sale on May 3. Virginia Sembower
has receibed orders for 143 geraniums. If you ordered geraniums,

please remember to pick them up at the sale. Don’t miss this
opportunity to make some nice purchases and help make this

fundraiser successful.

Service and community building are part of the ministry of the ECW at St. Matthew’s. Pat
Whitmore, ECW Outreach Chair, has been gathering information for us on the program offered at
Mother’s Refuge. We have invited Megan Morrison their spokesperson to our May 16 meeting to see
how we can help homeless, pregnant and parenting teenagers and their babies at this caring home.

The spring ingathering for the United Thank Offering will take place in May. Please be as generous
as possible to help support the mission work of the Episcopal Church.

On a personal note, Beci Bosley, Hospitality Chair, asked me to take the leadership position for the
Agape reception. This allowed her towork with Virgina Sembower and create the beautiful floral
arrangements for the reception. I want to thank everyone who provided food, helped set up, had
kitchen duties, and did clean up for our Easter feast.

Nancy Anderson
ECW President

We are most grateful to all those who made memorial
and thank offering contributions for

Easter lilies and flowering plants.
The memorials and thanksgivings were listed in the

Easter bulletins.
Those who made contributions are as follows:

John& Pat Madgett Linda & Mike Gerding Marcia Gradinger
Kay & Dave Chullino Charles & Jane Matson Bill & Sandy Noone
Patricia Gilbertson Jim & Sherry Minzey Virginia Sembower
Jane Petrie Julie & George Smith Rachel Morrison
Don & Zella Forsythe Margot Carroll George & Jeannie Miller
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ESL Events

ESL End of Year Awards’ Picnic

We invite all of St. Matthew’s to join us for the ESL End of year Award’s Celebration and potluck
Picnic that’s happening on Sunday, May 17th, following the morning Eucharist. This will mark the
end of this year’s English classes and will be a time of celebration for all of the students, as well as a
time to show our appreciation for the many volunteers that have made this second year of classes such
a success. We hope you all will join us for this end of the year celebration! Bring a covered dish and
your lawn chair and join in the fun!

Summer Computer Lab

The computer language lab will have open hours scheduled throughout the summer for those interested
in using any of the language programs available through Rosetta Stone – did you know the lab offers
language instruction in 4 languages? Besides English, there’s instruction in Spanish, Arabic, and
Chinese available!

Also, in addition to language learning, the computers are also loaded with Microsoft Office programs –
anyone in need of practice or help in learning how to use Microsoft Word, or Excel [both 2003 and
2007 versions available], or need some tips on updating your resume, or on how to use the Internet??
Why not use some of those long, lazy summer evenings to get some extra help from one of our local
computer experts? See James Laney to schedule a customized computer coaching session.

FUNDRAISERS

HyVee and Price Chopper
Coupon Books

This is an ongoing fund raising project. Each book you
purchase for your self or as a gift will give the Church
$4.00. Your first purchase of groceries for $50 or
more will return your purchase price.

Please remember our paper-recycling project for
fundraising. The bin is located on the SW corner of

the parking lot. All types of paper and paperboard are
collected. However, we cannot take phone books,

cardboard or plastic bags, except for those used to
contain shredded documents.

HYVEE

Price
Chopper
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ST. MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY OF HOPE

On April 19, 2009, during the 10:15 service, Fr. Gary Gilbertson, Interim Rector, officiated to
re-commission 15 Lay Chaplains to the Community of Hope. The Parish was invited to be a part of
this service as witnesses to each Chaplain’s commitment. This will be the seventh year St. Matthew’s
Community of Hope chaplains have been active to serve and visit as a ministry of “presence” and
also provide a link from St. Matthew’s parish family to home bound parishioners.

. The Leadership Team of Dn. Laurie McKim, Linda Gerding and Carl Turlin, meet with the
other chaplains on the first Sunday of each month as a Circle of Care. Along with a program, these
meetings include the invaluable gathering together to pray, encourage, and learn from one another.
Always enjoyed by all is: good food, fellowship, and hospitality.

Those Chaplains being re-commissioned were:

Mary Cease Nancy Nevins
Linda Gerding Stan Nevins
Kay Gutierrez Brenda Laney
Jim Laney Patti McGill-Rowe
Dn. Laurie Mc Kim Carl Turlin
Marci Brown Turlin Jane Petrie
Linda Shields Jacqueline McCoy

and
Morton Mallory from Resurrection Blue Springs


