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Our Lenten Destiny 
 

 I want to suggest that Lent is a time when we examine our design for 
living. I suggest that the Passion means that we should not look upon life as 
being comprised of rejection, pain and suffering. Instead, we must look at the 
Passion of Christ as having meaning only in light of the Easter event, the 
Resurrection. When we understand the significance of the Resurrection, then 
we are able to comprehend the Passion as the story of our human liberation 
from the darkness of life. When we accept this liberation that comes from 
the Passion and Resurrection, then we have a design for life. Then we have a 
design for living life courageously because we have been liberated from the 
darkness of our human situation. 
 The Lenten narrative begins with the story of Christ going to the 
aƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǇ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΤ ȅŜǘΣ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΧLƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎǳƛǎƘ ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέ IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻunter the great mystery of the early and present 
Church that Jesus is both completely man and completely God, and it is in the 
Passion narrative that we discover Jesus as fully man. In the narrative of the 
Mount of Olives, we meet as Jesus who is in the process of discovering that 
He is also fully divine. It is an awareness that is culminated on the cross and in 
the Resurrection. Jesus comes to the Mount of Olives because He is driven by 
his divine destiny. Jesus has been overtaken slowly and steadily by a reality 
that is almost beyond his comprehension. Being fully human, He is unable to 
understand his destiny because it is a divine destiny. Indeed, He begins to 
realize the cost of being the Son of God, the Messiah. 
 The human cost of his divine destiny is the pain and suffering of the 
coming days, but the greatest pain is that Jesus realizes that He is going to be 
rejected, and even as the Son of God, he cannot control the situation. He 
struggles in prayer to know and accepǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ. Jesus, furthermore, 
has no idea of what will become of his ministry, and his disciples are already 
falling apart. Jesus begins to wonder if his life has been without any 
significant purpose. He begins to wonder if his teaching a message of love   

Continued 
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Ash Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Service 

 

Fridays During Lent 
6:00 p.m.  Biblical Meditation and Prayer.   

With Potluck Supper to follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 

 
and a religion of the heart has been finally silenced by the institutional religious authorities. Being 
fully human, IŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ άIŀǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ 
ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΚέ !ǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ the answer to meaning by 
courageously facing the pain and the rejection.  

He is only able to answer this question in prayer and responding that despite all the 
circumstances, he will courageously and in darkness pursue his divine destiny, i.e. the will of the 
Father. As we know much of life involves pain and suffering, but we are spiritual beings who are 
prepared by virtue of our life in Christ to face the times when we must carry some unexplainable 
cross that has been placed upon us. It is at these times when we find the darkness 
incomprehensible that we know Christ has also walked the way of the cross, failure, suffering, 
and rejection. The reason Christ has walked the way of the cross is so that we are able to face the 
often-immense struggle for happiness and meaning in life. 
 Lent is that time of the year when Christians celebrate their liberation from the darkness 
of life by discovering the light of Christ in our soul and mind. It is, therefore, our destiny to live in 
this light and bring the light of Christ to the world. 
 

 
 Father Bill + 

Please Join Us For Bible Study Dialogue   

Wednesdays at Noon  ð Parish Hall  

Questions? Contact Fr. Bill or the Church Office  

Please Remember to pick -up your  
 

Lenten Folder  in the Narthex  
Sunday, March 6 th  .   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jg\YfÞgėEUbWU_YėHiddYf 
5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Please see Ushers after service to  
purchase your tickets. 
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LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ have noticed a change in the music over the 
Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 
sound and that you find the hymns uplifting.  This is the 
direction we are going to take with our music aǘ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎΦ 
L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǎƻ please be open with me 
about your preferences, likes and dislikes. LΩƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 
music and trying to find things that you will enjoy singing, so, 
LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΦ  L Řƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
organ some of the time, but much of this music sounds better 
on the piano. 

 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ WǳŘȅ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ /ƻǊōƛƴ ƻƴ ŦƭǳǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  CǊΦ .ƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ wŀȅǘƻǿƴ 
schools so that we can shake the bushes for some young instrumentalists and singers who 
might like to share their talents with us; new sounds to wake our spirits to some new feelings 
and a new direction with our worship. 
 

We are planning Lent and the music of Holy Week with this newness in mind.  The Great 
Easter Vigil will be new and different this year and I think you will enjoy the change.  We are 
going to be using some brass players from the Raytown Community Band and I have cancelled 
Brian and Chip, our trumpeters from the last many years. Brian wanted me to give his best 
wishes to all of you and to tell you that he will miss seeing us this year. They have really enjoyed 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜrience your friendly welcomes. They have enjoyed the Vigil 
very much and I know that you all appreciate the joy they have brought us with their wonderful 
talents. 
 

The choir has just been doing great with all of our changes and I remain so grateful for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ /ŀǊƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƛ ¢ǳǊƭƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊŎƛΩǎ 
church ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ  [ƛƴŘŀ aŎ±Ŝȅ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭ 
!ƴƎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
experienced with you.   
 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and 
sing praise. Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp and the voice of a psalm. Psalms 
98:4-5 
 
Blessings,  Patti  
         

                             

      
  

April  
Messenger/Calendar  
Deadline  March 18th   
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A Word or So from the Finance Committee 
 

January was an excellent month, but some of that will not be duplicated because several 
parishioners paid their entire annual pledge in that month.  It makes things look very good, but 
the rest of us still have to remain vigilant on expenses and keep our pledges up to date.  The 
other thing I would like to mention is the Starbucks pledge.  Three dollars a week is a small 
sacrifice for most of us.  If you can help, please do this. 
 
²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƭŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ  hǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ a 
community of Christians means that we show others what it means by the way we live our lives 
and treat one another.  Please keep that in mind during the week and not just on Sunday. 
 
Bill Noone 
Senior Warden  
 

      
                            ¦t5!¢9{ Υ {ǇǊƛƴƎ {ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅΧΧΦ 

 
bƻǿ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ YƻǊŜŀΣ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 9{[Σ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

with the Monday night classes. 
!ŦǘŜǊ άƻƴ-again/off-ŀƎŀƛƴέ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴumber of snow day 

ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ  ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
boost in new students, with 21 new students registered to date.  
These are the result of some real advertising efforts made by the Admin team over the 
Christmas break.  Thanks to Jason Brooks for updating our flier to show spring semester start 
dates, to Carl Turlin for contacting Raytown School personnel, and to Marci Brown-Turlin for 
blanketing the Grandview schools with the new ESL fliers.  And thanks to the entire Admin team 
for taking time during the holidays to post updated fliers  among various Raytown businesses 
and neighborhoods.  All these efforts have paid off.  

 Another unexpected advertising boost came through the unsolicited initiative of one of 
our ESL students ς D class student Gloria Martinez decided to contact one of the Spanish-
ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΗ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ 
been inundated by a fresh onslaught of phone calls from interested students -ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
answered more than 2 dozen phone calls asking for details and directions.  Many of our new 
students learned of us through the radio! 

On Saturday, February 5 Kansas City Baptist Temple hosted their second annual  ESL 
conference .  Carl Turlin, Brenda Laney, Cheryl Cementina, and Beci Bosley attended.  It was a 
very rewarding time as experienced adult ESL teachers shared their ideas, suggestions, and 
encouragement; we all came away re-energized and full of new ideas.  
Please continue to pray for all the ESL volunteers and students, as we work together during this 
spring semester of classes. 
 
Brenda Laney, ESL Admin Team 
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Seoul Journey 
 

As I look around our apartment here in Seoul, there is just one thing missing.  And that would 
be my wonderful wife, Brenda.  She is greatly missed but I am plugged into the work at hand 
and find that I am meeting all sorts of interesting people with an interest in education, and 
even classical Christian education.  Other than chance meetings, say while hiking, or on the 
subway, and some of these have been most delightful, my two best venues for meeting people 
have been the Royal Asiatic Society of Korea and the English Mission Church at the Anglican 
Cathedral. 
 
The Royal Asiatic Society sponsors hikes and tours and lectures, designed to help folks become 
more familiar with Korean life and culture.  With them I have hiked along the ancient fortress 
wall of Seoul, climbed the tallest peak surrounding the city, Mt. Bugak (Bugaksan), enjoyed a 
performance of pansori, traditional Korean folk songs, and listened to a lecture on late 
19th/early 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ YƻǊŜŀƴ ǇƻǘǘŜǊȅΦ  {ƻ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ Ŧƻƭks. 
 
Worship at the Anglican English Mission Church is always rich and inspiring, good hymns, a 
ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ L ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ƴŜǿ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ 
hour, from all sorts of places, teachers, professors, diplomats, business people, from India, 
Australia, England, Scotland, Ireland, USA, Korea.  What a delightful mix, and all drawn together 
in the Lord!  I love to think that the readings I am hearing, and the liturgy, are what you will be 
celebrating fifteen hours later as the sun makes its way from East to West. 
 
I am constantly reminded of you, and remembering you in prayer, when I gaze around the 
ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΥ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǎƘŀǿƭ ŦǊƻƳ 9/²Σ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
Journal from Virginia, the framed image of St. Matthew from George and Barbara, the rough-
hewn mesquite cross from Robert and Anne Hutcherson.  The Scripture plaque from COH we 
decided to leave with Brenda and let it grace our bedroom at home. 
 
As for the school, the plans keep evolving and enlarging, so that now the building is designed 
for 300 students, with dorms for boarding students, and apartments for faculty.  
Groundbreaking is scheduled for mid-March and is to be completed by December 2011.  They 
hope to begin English classes in other facilities this fall with a target of 100 students and be up 
and running in the new building with 300 students and a full curriculum for a March 2012 start, 
which is the normal start of the school year in Korea.  This will be known as an International 
School, and all classes will be in English.  It is designed to prepare Korean students for the 
university, particularly those who desire to study in the US.  The goal is to help our students 
become critical thinkers, clear communicators and compassionate leaders.  My role is to help 
develop curriculum that is appropriate in this setting and will achieve those goals, based on the 
model of Whitefield Academy Kansas City. 
 
So please do keep me in prayer! Above all it takes a lot of flexibility and patience.   
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ [Ŝƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ 
 
James Laney 
Missionary in Korea 
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{¢Φ a!¢¢I9²Ω{ ¢9!a нлмм 
AIDS WALK-KANSAS CITY 

 
 

The 23nd annual AIDS WALK-Kansas City will be held on Saturday, April 30th at Theis Park 
located at 47th & Oak near the Country Club Plaza.  Registration is at 8:00am, Walk-Ceremonies 
are at 9:00am, and the 3.1 mile Walk begins at 10:00am.   
 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ !L5{Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !L5{ 
WALK and to date has raised almost $2,000.00.  We are always looking for more participants 
for the Team. 
 
 LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ hw ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƻΥ 
 www.firstgiving.com/stmatthewsraytown ŀƴŘ Iƛǘ ά{ǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƳŜ bƻǿέ 
 
OR, simply let Christina Brooks or Linda Gerding know in what way you want to show your 
support. 
 
άStep 2 Stop HIV/AIDSέ is the slogan for this year and fits our Team goal to 
raise awareness and eradicate the AIDS disease as one of the Millennium Development Goals: 

     #6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ άƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέΦ 

Blessings, 
Linda Gerding & Christina Brooks 
Service & Outreach Commission 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH 

      REAP 
 

ά[ƻŀǾŜǎ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǎέ 
  food donations  
  numbered 131  
   for February. 
 

    GREAT JOB! 

http://www.firstgiving.com/stmatthewsraytown
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Continued on next page 

 

Fun, Flowers and Friends 
 
        The Sweetheart Party was an evening of fun with loved ones and dear friends. So 
many people made this possible.  All the E.C.W. ladies who gave so generously of their 
time and talent.  The men who pitched in and did so much, especially Dave Chullino, 
George Miller and Rick Roberts.  Also Fr. Bill and our guest keyboardist Ron Stockton.  
Our thanks to all who purchased tickets and to those who brought family and friends.  We 
hope everyone enjoyed themselves and will be open to more new activities in the future. 

(See photos below and on next page) 
 

Orders for geraniums will be taken from March 12 through March 31.  
This year color choices are purple, pink, salmon, white, and red.  
Geraniums are $6.00 each.  Please give your order to Sherry 
Minzey at the 4:00 p.m. Saturday service or Kay Chullino or Pat 
Whitmore during coffee hour on Sunday.  Plant pick up will be April 
30 and May 1 at St. Matthewôs. 

 
     After our March 19 meeting we will celebrate first quarter 
birthdays with a luncheon at Carrabbaôs Italian Grill.  To make your 
reservation please contact Marilyn King (816-350-7543). 
 
Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President   

 

Thank you to, Linda Gerding, 
Jane Matson, and Beci Bosley 

for the wonderful photos. 

 


