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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

9349 East 65 Street, Raytown, Missouri 64133
Phone: (816) 353-4592; Fax (816) 353-4543
E-mail: stmart@sbcglobal.net

Please visit our website at StMatthewsRaytown.org

St. Matthew'’s Staff

Gary Gilberston
Interim Rector

Sherry Minzey
Administrative
Assistant

Patti McGill Rowe
Music Director

Officers |

Jane Petrie
Senior Warden

Dave Chullino
Junior Warden

David M acey
Treasurer

Linda Gerding
Secretary

George Miller
Clerk of the Works

Service Schedule |

Sundays

8:00 am. Holy Eucharist
10:15 am. Holy Eucharist
& Healing Prayer

Sunday, March 14th
Bishop’s Visitation
Confirmation & Baptism

Lent, Holy Week & Easter

Dear Parish Family:

This year, Lent and Holy Week will stretch from Ash Wednesday, mid February,
to the first Sunday in April, Easter Day. This our March newsletter, The
Messenger, will include Holy Week and Easter for your convenience.

During the first five weeks of Lent our focus is on the spiritual disciplines of the
season: (1) Corporate Worship, (2) Private Prayer, (3) Christian Formation, (4)
Fasting, and (5) Stewardship. To that end we have added special opportunities
with additional worship, education, and stewardship.

The final week of Lent draws our attention to the Passion (suffering), Crucifixion,
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Historical documents tell us that as early as the fourth century the Church
celebrated this "Great Week" with a feeling of profound sanctity. It begins with
Palm Sunday, which marks Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem . The central
feature of the service proper to this day, as it was in the earliest times, is the
procession of palms. The palms are blessed and are then borne in procession to
the church, where an entry is made with a certain amount of ceremony, after
which the Eucharist is celebrated. The other notable and very ancient feature of
the present Palm Sunday service is the reading of the Gospel of the Passion by
readers and the congregation.

Especially important for Saint Matthew’s are the final
days of Holy Week. . On Maundy Thursday, we
reenact the Lord's Last Supper, which He shared
with His apostles on the night He was betrayed and
arrested. This beautiful liturgy will include the
“washing of feet” and the “stripping of the altar.”
The time of the Service is 7:00 pm.




The Messenger Page 2

On Good Friday, the day of the crucifixion and death of our
Lord, we have the veneration of the Cross from the special
liturgy for this day in the Book of Common Prayer. There is no
consecration of the Eucharist on this day, and the Communion
we receive will be from the night before, which has been
reserved in a special location. Two Services will be held, Noon
and 7:00 pm.

Holy Saturday is the Vigil, the watch for the rising of Our Savior. By
paying the price for our sins on the Cross, He gained for us our
eternal salvation. Also on this night, any persons who have prepared
will receive Baptism and the whole congregation will renew our
Baptismal vows. It is a most joyous occasion and the Service will
start at 7:30 pm.
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Easter Day: “Alleluia. Christ is risen” What more could be said?
Nothing more needs to be said! We will celebrate Easter Day at
8:00 am and 10:15 am,.

Gary Gilbertson+

Interim Rector

Sign Up Sheets

The Watch 8:30 p.m.Thursday-7:30 a.m. Friday at the Altar of Repose. Please sign up at the Church for an
hour of quiet meditation during the night. To keep the watch through the night, we need all hours filled.
“Could you not watch with me one hour?” -- Jesus of Nazareth.

Please sign up to bring food for the Agape after Eucharist on Easter Eve. There will be a list located
in the Narthex and Parish Hall.




The Messenger Page 3

2

EASTER FLOWERS AND PLANTS
Memorial & Thank Offerings

The Easter celebrations of the Church are made even
lovelier by the presence of plants and flowers offered
by our members. Envelopes have been distributed at

the Church for any offerings you wish to make toward Envelopes will be
providing the plants and flowers. Please place your available at services
contribution in the envelope and return to the church on Palm Sunday and
as soon as possible, listing any memorials and Easter for your Easter
thanksgivings you wish to be listed in the Easter offering, please be
bulletins. The deadline for listings is March 28th. If sure to write “Easter”

you do not have a special envelope, please note
“Flowers” on your check and mail to the office along
with your list of memorials or thanksgivings.

on the check memo.

Thank you.

Now that we are in the Lenten time of our church year, the music has
once again turned to the themes that take us through the 40 Days and
40 Nights. As words of that hymn go, we pray that our Savior will
“Keep, O keep us, ever constant by thy side; that with thee we may
appear at the eternal Eastertide”. Holy Week will be upon us more
quickly than we can imagine with Palm Sunday on March 28. This will
lead us to the joyous celebration of Easter on April 4.

I hope that you will come to the Great Vigil of Easter this year. We had enough money in our
special musicians fund to have our trumpeters back so it looks to be a great celebration of Easter
again. Once again, Brian and Gary are looking forward to being with us. They enjoy being a part
of our celebration and always count on being with us unless they hear differently. Betty Bauer will
play organ for the Vigil again this year and also looks forward to being at St. Matthews. She has
taken a full time job with a Lutheran Church but told me she misses her friends at St. Matthews.

The choir is preparing music for Lent, Holy Week and Easter. It's a very busy time musically and |
thank them all for their continued dedication and commitment to the choir and the music that we
sing. We hope that our music will help you in this Lenten journey and throughout the Easter
season.

Blessings,

) ) A\
Patti McGill Rowe N
Music Director
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Finance Committee

We had a good financial month in January and
for that we are grateful. Thanks to all of you in
returning God’s blessings to further His work in
Raytown. As we enter this next phase of our
parish life together stewardship will be
extremely important.

Our search for a new full time priest has begun
and the sound financial decisions we have made
in the past, your continued giving and close
monitoring of our expenditures will continue to
be our method of operation. We need to pray
for God’s guidance and that he will grant to us
the wisdom we need to further his mission.

As we continue our journey through Lent
toward the celebration of the Resurrection at
Easter please continue to be generous in your
giving and prayerful. Our Interim Rector, the
Treasurer and the Wardens will continue to seek
aid and guidance from the Diocese. Thanks
again to all of you and thanks be to God for His
many blessings.

Bill Noone
Chair
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) ECW Activities

I've always considered Lent as a
time that each of us can personally
prepare for Easter. It seemed to me that
our ECW members might consider a
group activity during Lent. At our
February meeting we agreed as a part of
our personal Lenten discipline to save
coins each day in Lent. We will collect
these coins when we come together as a
group in April and give them to Episcopal
Community Services.

It's time to welcome spring and
get your geraniums ordered. Again this
year you'll be getting healthy, beautiful
plants from Bannister Gardens. You can
choose from dark red, orange, white,
lavender, light pink and dark pink. Orders
will be taken by Patti McGill-Rowe until
March 28 with plant pick-up at St.
Matthew’s on

May 2.

Remember the ECW Prayer
Chain anytime there is a need for
immediate prayer. Call and give Jeannie
Miller your prayer request and she will
activate the chain.

Our next ECW meeting will be
March 20 at 10:00 a.m. Please note the
time change. We'll be celebrating first
quarter birthdays with a luncheon at
Ophelia’s. Marilyn King (816.350.7543)
will take your reservation.

Nancy Anderson
ECW President (
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