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Ordination of Deacons
Dear Parish Family;

Nancy Nevins of our congregation will be one of two persons ordained
to the Sacred Order of Deacons on June 5th at Grace and Holy Trinity
Cathedral; the service is scheduled for 10:30 am and Saint Matthew’s is
invited to attend. Nancy’s first Sunday as an ordained person will be June 6th;
a special reception to honor Nancy and Stan will follow the 9:30 a.m. Holy
Eucharist.

The word "Deacon" comes from the Greek word "diakonos" meaning
"servant". In The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 6, the apostles cannot handle
all the details of everything going on - preaching and helping the poor. Seven
are chosen to take over caring for the poor, sick, etc. This is where deacons
come from. During Nancy’s ordination, the Bishop will say to her (Prayer
Book, page 543): "In the Name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all people,
particularly, the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely.”

We see the Deacon carrying the Gospel Book into the congregation
during the processional...spiritual food to feed the spiritually hungry. When
the Deacon reads the Gospel, the words of Christ are being offered to all who
hunger for them. The Deacon bids the prayers, guiding the people to pray not
only for their own needs, but to broaden their prayer focus to include the
world's people and concerns. . At the Offertory, the Deacon receives the food
(not the money!) that will go out to the hungry. The Deacon is the servant
who prepares the table for the Eucharist and afterwards, clears the dishes. At
the end of the service, the Deacon, along with the congregation, sends out the
Lay Eucharistic Ministers, carrying holy food to the sick and homebound.
Finally, at the conclusion of the service, the deacon calls for the people to go
forth into the world to serve.

Deacons have a special relationship to the Bishop. They stand next to
the Bishop during services. The Bishop will say to Nancy during her
ordination: "God now calls you to a special ministry of servant hood directly
under your bishop." (Prayer Book, page 543). Traditionally, in an ordination
service for a deacon, only the Bishop lays hands on the new deacon; in the
ordination of a priest, other priests also lay hands.

There are two types of deacons. There are deacons who feel they are
called to be deacons, period - called "Vocational Deacons"; and there are
deacons who feel they are also called to be priests and they serve as a deacon
first, to remind them they are servants - called "Transitional Deacons". Nancy
will be a Vocational Deacon. Laurie McKim of our congregation is now a
Transitional Deacon studying in Seminary to become a priest.
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Priests wear their stole over both shoulders, to remind them they carry "the yoke of Christ"
(Matthew 11). Deacons wear their stole over one shoulder, draped across the side. Like a towel.
John 13:4. It should be added however, once someone is a deacon, they are always a deacon. You
don't quit being a deacon, when you become a priest; you don't quit being a priest when you
become a bishop. When ordained a priest, the priest's vestments are put over the deacon's
vestments; when consecrated a Bishop, the Bishop's vestments go over the priest and deacon
vestments ("the layered look"). This was made clear to me, “once a deacon, always a deacon” at my
own ordination to deacon’s orders some 47 years ago, June 29, 1963.

We congratulate Nancy, as she becomes a Deacon of the Church and pledge to work with her
as she ministers in the World and here at Saint Matthew’s.

Faithfully,

Gary R. Gilbertson+
Interim Rector

PLEASE JOIN US
Now’s the time to set aside July 17 on your calendars.

That evening the ECW will be hosting a St. Matthew’s Luau. The menu will feature
pulled pork, salads, tropical fruits and desserts with coconut, macadamia nuts or key

lime. Our favorite hula dancer will be performing. Please invite your family and friends
for great food and fun. This event is also a fundraiser for the ECW.

Tickets will go on sale June 19. Tickets in advance – adults $10.00,
children 6-12 years $5.00, 5 years and under free.

Tickets at the door – adults $12.00, children 6-12 $6.00, 5 years and younger free.
Questions? Ask Marilyn King.

The ECW Knitting and Craft Ministry continues to meet at the church on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Under the leadership of Pat Whitmore, items are lovingly knitted and given to comfort the recipient.
Other attractive pieces will be available for purchase at the Fall Bazaar.

Our June 19 meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. at the church. Then we’ll be going to Carrabba’s for
lunch to celebrate the birthdays of Janet Anderson Brown, Lynn Davidson, Marilyn King, Jacqueline
McCoy, Patti McGill Rowe and Rachel Morrison. For a luncheon reservation, contact Marilyn King
816-350-7543.

Nancy Anderson
ECW President
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News from the Knitting Ministry

Our knitting ladies are doing very well and enjoying every Wednesday gathering. Some are
making scarves, hats, purses, baby blankets and caps, which are being added to our inventory
with our beautiful shawls. To date we have given away eight shawls.

We have received several shawls from Nancy Nevins, Janet Anderson Brown, and Virginia
Sembower, they have not been able to join us on Wednesdays but have added their talents
tour ministry. We thank them very much. We also welcome Lynn Davidson to our group.

The ladies are thinking of things to do and make for our fall bazaar, which is planned for the
fall. I am looking for ideas and suggestions for making this year another nice event. You can
contact Jeannie Miller or me if you have any questions or ideas. More information will be
forth coming.

Love & Blessings,
Pat Whitmore
Knitting Ministry Chair

GREAT JOB!

May 1st was a terrific day for a workday in the churchyard!
I want to give a BIG thanks to Dave Macey, Jim Laney, Linda Gerding,
Jeanne and George Miller, Mary and Charles Cease, and Kay Chullino for
helping me spruce up the grounds! We worked hard and quickly in case of
rain. I invite anyone under 60 to join us next time!!!!

Thanks
Dave Chullino, Jr. Warden

LOAVES & FISHES

April food collection for
REAP totaled 54 items and

$60.00.

"THANK YOU"

Our next
"Loaves & Fishes" Sunday is

July 18, 2010

Emergency Pastoral Care

Fr. Gary, our Interim Rector will be out of the
community from June 4 to 12; in an emergency, please

contact one of the Wardens. Area priests are on call;
and Sunday Service will be handled by the Rev. Marshall

Scott, Chaplain at St. Luke’s South.
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We need to give special thanks to the choir for their hard work and dedication through this past year.
They are now on summer vacation but you will be able to find them sitting with you in the
congregation this summer. I will continue playing the organ and piano and hope to have some
special music throughout the summer. If anyone would like to play their favorite instruments or sing
a song with me this summer let me know.

I also want to thank the choir and you for adjusting to my being gone on May 30. Memorial Day
weekend is a terrible time to find a supply organist and though I started making calls far ahead
everyone was either out of town or already playing. Thanks to Janet Anderson-Brown who gave
introductions to hymns and lead the choir. I had a wonderful visit with Katie and Hyler in Chicago and
a good “get-away”.

Another activity for choir members in June is their participation with other singers at the ordination
of Nancy Nevins and another deacon. We feel so honored to be able to sing for Nancy’s special day.

Hope everyone’s summer kicks off to a good start and that you will enjoy a little different and relaxed
form of worship through the summer. It will be very nice to be all together with the people who
attend the 8:00 service. It’s a chance for us to worship together and get to know each other better.

Blessings,
Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director

A Word from the Finance Committee

Thank you all for a wonderful April. We had a small amount of
money left after we paid all expenses and moved into May on a very
positive note. All of this is without any assistance from the Diocese.
It is very rewarding to belong to this parish.

Our budgeting process is right on track for the year and we may have to make some minor
adjustments to it at our July Finance Committee meeting. Please continue your loyal support.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Noone, Chair

JULY
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