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The Power of New Horizon Thinking for 2012 
 
 Lƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ у ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƴƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƴƻǊ 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦέ Lƴ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ рΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ άLŦ ŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴ ōŜ 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿΦέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
the Christian life which is a life where we are continuously to look at our situation 
and the world in terms of New Horizon Thinking. 
  
 A horizon is the place in the distance where we perceive a line where the sky 
meets the earth, or the sky meets the water. It is a point where the heavenly 
touches the earth. It is possible by means of the Pythagorean geometric formula to 
measure a point on the horizon from where we are standing using the zenith, the 
nadir and the radiance of the horizon from our point of view. However, to properly 
measure the horizon we must be standing on a flat base of land or a calm sea. 
 God has sent His Son to teach us that life is about always looking for the 
spiritual horizon, as Paul teaches us in Romans and Corinthians. When we are 
experiencing the turmoil and storms of life, we are always able to find a New 
Horizon where we will find not only the solution to the present tension-ridden 
situation, but we will find a better horizon; we will find a better way to live. The 
broken manaƎŜǊ ƛƴ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ƳŀƴΤ 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ŀǎ tŀǳƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ άaŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŀȅΣ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƙƻƭȅ 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴƎŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
  In the coming year,when we are suffering from the tensions of life, we must 
look for the New Horizon. We must find the place where heaven touches earth. We 
Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ DƻŘ 
when we are experiencing tension is the meaning of finding the New Horizon.  In 
order to find this Jesus horizon, we must use a spiritual formula, just as we do when 
we measure the physical horizon. We must first get to a flat, solid base that allows 
us to see the emerging apparent horizon.  
 The basic ingredient of New Horizon thinking is ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ 
tranquility and serenity. In order to find the new horizons in the midst of turmoil, we 
must stand on a solid base of a serene mind.  
  

Continue on page 2 
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A new 2012 Altar Flower and 
Sanctuary Candle chart is in the 
Narthex. Please sign now for the dates 
you want. Each vase is $30.00. The 
Sanctuary candle contribution for a 7-
day candle is $5.00. 

 
If you have a special flower request  
please contact Jane Matson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2012 

 
The Annual Parish Meeting will 
be held in the Church Parish 
Hall, following the 10:15 a.m. 
Eucharist on Sunday, January 
29. 

 
All Parish officials and group leaders, 
please remember that Annual Reports are 
due on January 11. If possible, send 
reports by email to the Church or to Sherry 
aƛƴȊŜȅΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ Thanks! 
 
                                 
 

New Horizon continued 
 
 

James Allen, the great spiritual writer of the Industrial Revolution, beautifully describes the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊŜƴŜ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭΥ ά¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘ-tossed souls, wherever ye may be, under whatever 
conditions ye may live, know this-in the ocean of life the Isles of Blessedness are smiling, and the sunny 
shore of your ideal awaits your coming. Keep your hand firmly upon the helm of thought. In the back 
of your soul reclines the commanding Master; He does but sleep; wake Him. Self-control is strength. 
wƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅΦ /ŀƭƳƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ {ŀȅ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ άtŜŀŎŜΣ ōŜ ǎǘƛƭƭΗέ ό!ǎ ŀ aŀƴ 
Thinketh, James Allen, 1992) 
 

If we enter into New Horizon Thinking, then here is what we may expect to happen in our lives: 
1. A New Horizon thinker, when faced with a mountain, does not quit. The mountain is turned 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

2. A New Horizon thinker sees the possibilities in every situation rather than the impossibilities. 
3. A New Horizon thinker overcomes feelings of inadequacy and replaces them with true self-

confidence 
4. A New Horizon thinker is open to new ideas and ways of doing things. 
5. A New Horizon thinker can recognize new possibilities and do something about it. 
6. A New Horizon thinker sees the solution and not the problem. 
7. A New Horizon thinker works the solution and not the problem. 
8. A New Horizon thinker faces tragedies with faith and a serene mind. 
9. A New Horizon thinker turns tension into a creative power. 
10.  A New Horizon thinker who is grounded in the Biblical message of a new mind and soul lives a 
joyous, abundant and productive life. 

 

Peace, Fr. Bill + 
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From the Senior Warden 
 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ нлмнΦ  ²ƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ   
 
Our Christmas music program with the Raytown Civic Orchestra was really excellent and gave 
us an uplifting beginning for the Christmas season and a jump start on next year.  The coming 
year should be exciting as we continue our evolution into the St. Matthews of the future.  Some 
of the upcoming events may seem mundane, but they will be important.  Soon we will 
announce the slate of candidates for Vestry, and elect new Vestry members at our annual 
parish meeting on January 29.  We also will be completing our work on the budget, so we hope 
that we have all the pledge commitments in so that we can finalize the plans for our ministry in 
the year to come.   
 
I am usually reluctant to discuss money in this space but I would like to encourage everyone to 
examine his/her financial commitment to the work of our Lord in this place.  What I am going 
to say is simple.  The cost of a latte at a premium coffee shop is about $3.50.  Approximately 
fifty of us have pledged to financially support the work God through our Parish. If each of us 
gave $3.50 more each week our Parish weekly income would increase by $175 for a total of 
$9,100 for the year!  If that increase were the cost of a Big Mac and a drink ς approximately 
$5.00 ς then the increase would be $250 per week for a total annual increase of $13,000.  It is 
pretty amazing to think that such a small amount could add up to such a substantial sum. 
 
Now I am finished talking about money and we have a lot of new and exciting things in various 
stages of planning for the New Year.  Our Bishop will visit us early in the year and we will 
confirm new members. Our worship services will continue to change; we have dedicated 
ourselves to changes that will simplify our worship experience yet keep it meaningful in the 
Episcopal traditƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ 
ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ōelief in Him and in His 
promises to us. 
 
It is my hope that we can embrace that simplicity and spread that message to others in the 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΧǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
all its many blessings.   
 
In GƻŘΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ 
 

Bill Noone 
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February 

Messenger/Calendar 
Deadline 

 

january  20th   

 
Please use your new 2012 offering envelopes ! It really helps when you 
enclose your contribution or pledge in the envelope as it enables the counters 
to do their work faster and with greater accuracy. Also, please do not use any 
2011 envelopes for offerings or pledges as in some cases the numbers have 
changed. Thank you so much! 

 
 

 
MANY THANKS to all those whose efforts went toward the celebration of a beautiful 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ. We are especially grateful to the Altar Guild members who did so 
much to prepare for and supervise the hanging of the greens and who were ever-present 
before, during and after the Christmas season services to be sure that all was ready and in 
order for worship. 
 
We are also grateful to all those who contributed toward the plants, flowers and greens for 
Advent and Christmas. Many commented on the loveliness of the sanctuary. Thank you! 
Those who contributed this year were: 
 

George & Julie Smith Mike & Linda Gerding 
Dave & Kay Chullino Fr. Bill & Linda McVey 
Jane Petrie George & Jeannie Miller 
Jane Matson John & Pat Madgett 
Don & Zella Forsythe Jim & Sherry Minzey 
Fr. Gary & Patricia Gilbertson  

  

 
 
 

 

Thanks to all who have turned 
in pledges for 2012. If you have 
not turned yours in yet, please 
do so as soon as possible so that 
we can work on our budget for 
2012. Your help will be 
sincerely appreciated. 

Your Stewardship Committee 
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I want to say "Thank You" to everyone for all of the support I have received this past 
month, including that for my first Christmas program. We tried some new things this 
month including featuring our youngest members for their leadership in singing "God 
of All People." This was an outstanding success and I want to personally thank Jordan, 
Alex, and Dominic along with their Moms Stacy and Christina for their efforts and 
participation. Judy has been an asset on guitar when the music allows, and Ann has  

been the "icing on the cake" filling in on solos and hymns alike, often without instruction but 
always with great taste and consideration. Christmas Eve became a great success as our 
choir members stepped up to the plate and tackled some new and challenging arrangements 
with minimal direction. They were instrumental in "leading the parade" for the entire service 
and for that I am grateful. This month I will continue to explore new ideas as well as old ones 
and welcome anyone who has suggestions or is willing to participate. Again, our 
congregation deserves the very best, and I will continue to exercise my musical abilities with 
familiar appeal and dedication. 

 
 

   Thanks, Ron Stockton. 
   Music Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SERVICE & OUTREACH COMMISSION 

 
The Loaves and Fishes food item collection count for December was 140.  Several boxes with 
left-over items from the Bazaar were also donated to REAP.  Another nice donation was several 
ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŘŜŜǊ ƳŜŀǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wƛŎƪ wƻōŜǊǘǎΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ wƛŎk was the one who 
killed the deer but he paid for the processing of it so it could be donated to REAP.  Now that 
REAP is in their new facility they have large commercial refrigerator/freezers and are able to 
distribute meat and other perishable items.  
 
The Christmas Store at REAP was very busy again this year serving several hundred families.  
Mary Cease and Pat Whitmore both volunteered to help with sorting and arranging the gifts 
again this year.  
 
Blessings, 
Linda Gerding & Christina Brooks 
 

{ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ¢ŜƴƻǊǎέ 
Jordan, Alex & Dominic 
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     Thank You! 
 

Thank you to the wonderful parish of St. 
Matthew's for the Christmas gift for 
Amazon. I will think of you each time I 
use it!! Many, many thanks. 
 
Father Bill + 

 
 

 
 

 

$ÅÁÒ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȟ 
  
My family and I would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers and cards of condolences on the 
death of my father. Your kindness during this 
difficult time has truly been a blessing. 
 
Again, thank you. 
 

Sherry 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Vestry and Parish, 

 

I would like to thank you for your kind and 
generous Christmas gift it was very much 
appreciated. I wish all of you good health 
and happiness for the New Year.   
 
Thank you again.  
Sherry Minzey 

 
 

 

Just so you know¦ 
 
     No one expects to have their name called at a 
drawing.  Brenda Laney was thrilled when she 
learned she won the full size quilt.  The Haiti 
Birthing Center will benefit from the funds the 
E.C.W. received for the quilt.  The fundraiser was 
really a win win! 
 
     A meeting of the 2012 E.C.W. Planning 
Committee will be held in early January.  
Committee members are Marilyn King, Patti 
McGill Rowe, Pat Whitmore and Nancy Anderson.  
²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
for the New Year. 
 
     The E.C.W. election of officers is January 21.  
Please give nominations to Secretary, Janet 
Anderson Brown anytime before the meeting. 
 
    All ladies are invited to attend our monthly 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ  DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9Φ/Φ²Φ ŀ ǘǊȅΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ 
did. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President 
 
 

 

Joy Bags  
 
The Christmas Joy Bags were filled and 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŜƭǾŜǎΦ 
Each bag had a nice assortment of 
goodies and the bakers did their baking 
magic with the cookies, candies and 
spiced breads. 
 
Thank you Mary Cease for your 
shopping help and many thanks to the 
elves that did all the delivering. 
 
Happy New Year to one and all. 
 
Pat Whitmore 
Pastoral Care 
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"TeleCare & Dn. Laurie McKim" 
 
Dear St. Matthew's Parish, 
 
As I was completing the last of the P.M. TeleCare calls for 2011 I was fortunate enough to reach our 
former Deacon Laurie McKim on her cell phone (as she was taking out her trash). I asked her if I 
could pass along a short update on our conversation and how she is doing. She told me to please 
share with anyone in the Parish who was interested...and since I know that most of you would be 
interested I thought putting it in the Messenger was the best way. 
 
Laurie will begin taking the General Ordination Exams on January 3rd. They are 7- 3 hour exams 
over a 4 day period. You must pass these to be ordained. Of course she is asking for all of us to pray 
for her. She said she normally doesn't do very well with this type of testing but is studying for it the 
best she can. She will have an opportunity to retake any part of it that she fails to do well on, so 
she will have that to fall back on if need be. 
 
After her testing is completed, she leaves the next week to spend 3 weeks in Costa Rica. She has 
received a grant which is allowing her to go back to the school that immerses you into the Spanish 
language 6 hours a day for 5 days a week. She is very excited about going back to Costa Rica. 
 
They had a nice Christmas but she missed being home with her family which would have made it 
much more joyous. She wished everyone at St. Matthew's a very Happy New Year. 
 
Linda Gerding - TeleCare 
 
 

 

Birthday Celebration!  
 

Sunday, January 15th   
 

Fr. Bill will be celebrating his  
  

70th  birthday!  
 
 

please join us for cake downstairs  
after service  

 
 

 
 


