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Rector Search at St. Matthew’s

Dear Parish Family and Friends:

Our Parish, as we all know, is in the process of seeking a new Rector. The purpose of my
article this month is to bring our members and friends up to date on the excellent progress
being made by your Vestry in fulfilling their responsibilities on your behalf.

Perhaps a little background would be in order. The Rev. Robert Hutcherson, the Second
Rector of Saint Matthew’s, beginning his faithful ministry among us in 1983, retired in
2008.

The Vestry asked me to become Interim Rector in September of that same year with the
expectation that working together, Vestry and Interim, Saint Matthew’s would be in a
position to compete the many required transitional tasks and issue a “call” to the next
Rector in the summer of 2010. Please know that we are on schedule with a huge amount
of work already completed.

The Vestry underwent extensive training to prepare themselves; first they attended a
workshop I conducted for several area Episcopal congregations on the role and work of a
vestry; next they took part in a training event on Appreciative Inquiry sponsored by the
Diocese; additionally, the Bishop met with the total Vestry and Archdeacon John McCann
facilitated a special Vestry meeting on the many tasks needed to be completed before
actual nominations were received. The Vestry also made a thorough study of George
Barna’s book Turn-Around Churches.

Fortified by study and prayer, the members of the Vestry next interviewed more than forty
ministry groups concerning our goals for the future and the abilities desired in the next
Rector; the results were reported during two congregational meetings this past summer.

This fall, thanks to Dave Macey, a new web-site was developed so that prospective rector
candidates could learn about us on-line. The total Vestry devoted many hours working on
the “Parish Description,” “Parish Goals” and “Desired Abilities” of candidates. In just a
few days the Diocese will receive our Search Documents and upon approval, our open
position will be posted through the National Church.

At our Annual Meeting on the 31st of this month, the Congregation will receive copies of
our search request and, also, information on submitting nominations. Further, the meeting
will include a briefing about the steps the Vestry will take in screening candidates in order
to arrive at the two or three finalists to be considered.

It is my personal observation that your Vestry is doing outstanding work and it is a
pleasure to be their and your Interim Consultant as well as your Interim Rector. Please
feel free to direct any questions, comments, or suggestions to a Vestry Member.

Faithfully,
Gary R. Gilbertson,
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MANY THANKS to all those whose efforts went toward the celebration of a beautiful
Christmas at St. Matthew’s. We are especially grateful to the Altar Guild members who did so
much to prepare for and supervise the hanging of the greens and who were ever-present before,
during and after the Christmas season services to be sure that all was ready and in order for
worship.

We are also grateful to all those who contributed toward the plants, flowers and greens for Advent
and Christmas. Many commented on the loveliness of the sanctuary. Thank you! Those who

contributed this year were:

Jim & Joy Devin Natalie Dake
Jane Petrie Rachel Morrison
Margott Carroll Gary & Patricia Gilbertson
Kay & Dave Chullino John & Pat Madgett
George & Barbara Chase Jane Matson
Julie & George Smith Mike & Linda Gerding
Janet Anderson-Brown Susan & Bruce Eveland
Sherry & Jim Minzey Patti McGill-Rowe
Virginia, Chris & Kyle Sembower

A Report from the Finance Committee

We are getting ready to finalize the 2010 budget and as usual Dave Macey is doing a lot of work.
We chose not to have a Finance Committee meeting on December 12 so that those of us who chose
to could attend the Memorial Service for Judy Collins. It was a very nice service and very well
attended with a substantial delegation of St. Matthew’s people.

Now on to matters of finance, through the end of November we are slightly ahead of our budgeted
amount in pledge income and slightly ahead also in expenses. The Diocesan Parish Partnership
Program has been a big help to us and has allowed us to make smaller inroads into our cash
reserves. So we continue to have budget deficits, but they are smaller and this will help us in our
search for a permanent rector. We all want to thank God for sending us Fr. Gary Gilbertson without
whose focused and steady leadership we might have floundered.

As we near the celebration of the birth of our savior, please keep your parish in your prayers and in
your budgets.

Please have a Merry Christmas.

Bill Noone, Chair
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Not even a blizzard can stop our choir from singing praise to God and that
they did on Christmas Eve. They were joined by more members of the congregation than I ever expected to
come out on that cold snowy night and together we welcomed the birth of Jesus.

The Sunday after, we celebrated with Lessons and Carols. This is one of my favorite services in the church. It's
a time to hear the stories and sing the wonderful carols of Christmas. Once again I thank the members of the
choir who were able to get out of the snow drifts to come to church.

The first Sunday in January we'll celebrate the Epiphany. Hopefully the snow will stop so that we can all meet
together again in worship. The anthem version of the hymn "In the Bleak Mid-Winter" sure has come to mind
often for me this winter. It's always amazing to me how music enters our lives, sometimes when we least
expect it. May it fill your hearts and help grow in your spiritual lives.

Thank you to the choir for a really nice Christmas present. You are so very kind to me. And I so enjoy our
Christmas Eve tradition, even when a blizzard is closing in on us. Happy New Year to all of you. We're going
to make lots more beautiful music together.

Faithfully,

Patti McGIll Rowe/Music Director.

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

Now is the perfect time to attend an ECW meeting. We meet at the church on the third Saturday of each month
at 10:30 a.m. On January 16 we will hold our election of officers for 2010. If you would like to nominate
someone for president, vice president, secretary or treasurer, give the name to Janet Anderson-Brown.

A kitchen cleaning day has been scheduled for January 16 at noon. Thanks to Rachel Morrison, we will have
Fun House Pizza for lunch.

On a personal note, Wayside Waifs is the largest no kill animal shelter in the Kansas City area. They helped
more than 7,000 animals in 2009. Throughout the Wayside Waifs has a great need for new or used blankets and
towels. They are used in the kennels and at bath time. Please place your items in the collection box in the cloak
room. I’ll deliver them to Wayside Waifs. Thanks for your help.

May God continue to bless each of us in 2010!

Nancy Anderson
ECW President


