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Advent, a Time of Hope and Expectation 
 

 Have you ever heard a child cry ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ Ȱ-ÏÍÍÙȟ ) 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÌÅÅÐȱȩ 4ÈÅ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄȢ 3ÈÅ ÒÕÓÈÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÕÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÏÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÒÏÎÇȩ !ÒÅ ÙÏÕ 
ÁÌÌ ÒÉÇÈÔȩ )ÔȭÓ ÏËÁÙȠ -ÏÍÍÙ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅȢ 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÒÏÎÇȩȱ 
 

 4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȟ Ȱ) ÓÁ× ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÎ ÍÙ 
ÒÏÏÍȟȱ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ) ÆÅÌÔ ÂÕÇÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÕÒÎÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÂÅÓÉÄÅ 
the bed and scrutinizes the room. She might open the closet door and gently 
declareȟ Ȱ,ÏÏËȦ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÈÅÒÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÏÏÍȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌÆÕÌ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÃÁÌÍÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ 
hears and feels the voice of the mother.  
 

 The fearful child awakes because the child feels that his/her world is in a 
state of darkness and chaos. The child does not have a sense of order because 
he/she is overwhelmed by darkness and the sounds and shadows that emanate 
in and through the darkness. The child, needing a sense of order and 
predictability, cries for the presence and caressing of the protective parent. 
 

 Emile Durkheim, a founding master of the social science of sociology, 
described all societies as threatened by a fundamental terror. It is anomie. It is a 
fear of the individual and the society of being in a state of order lessness. It is 
similar to the parent and the child where the parent takes on and represents the 
need people have for an underlying order in their life and the universe.  Like the 
child, humanity has a burning desire to know that everything is in order, and 
everything is all right! 
 

 In Advent, the liturgy turns to the color of royal blue because it is a 
symbol of royalty. It is during Advent that we celebrate the entrance of Christ the 
King into our life and the universe. Consequently, the Advent season is marked 
by a spirit of expectation and hope. Part of the Advent spirit of hope is calling us 
and the world to accountability before God. We long for God to come and set us 
and the world right, i.e. we long for a sense of peace in a disordered universe. In 
Advent, we call on God in worship and prayer to restore all things to his order 
and vindicate the righteous. We call for God to come to us in the darkness. 
 

   The big issue Advent preaching themes: 
1) What is the rapture all about?  

2) The God of Hope and the End of the World  

3) 4ÈÅ ÓÏÕÌȭÓ ÅÖÅÒÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ  

4) What is heaven like? 

Peace, Father Bill + 
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9:30 p.m. 
Christmas Music 

10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve  

Festival Eucharist 

 
 
 

I want to thank everyone at St. Matthews for making me 
feel welcome as your most recent Musical Director. All of your 
feedback is important and you deserve the best I can bring to the 
congregation and its services. As you know we have suffered 
some setbacks from illnesses etc with our choir members, 
however, ) ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÌÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ  

circumstances. Moving forward we will utilize all of the singers we have available and fill in 
the rest with instrumentals as needed. Ann Corbin and Judy Roberts have come forward 
contributing their talents and showing the versatility that can occur when we really need it. 
You can look forward to their participation as well as those who step forward to lead the 
congregation in song. As Fr. Bill said: "Our weakness can become our strength." No doubt, 
this is already taking shape. I have an obsession to express myself on the keyboard and 
plenty of references all around me with a lot of ideas to keep things fresh. I would like to 
encourage others to join us as well. Thank you for your compliments and encouragement. 
 
 

 Ron Stockton 
Music Director 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hanging of the Greens will 
be Saturday, December 10th   

at 9:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join in 

the festivities.  
 

Questions, contact Jeannie Miller  



The Messenger                                                                        _              Page 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Senior Warden 
 
It has been a busy year and as we enter Advent, it will get busier as we prepare for the 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΦ   
 

[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ  hǳǊ 
parishioner and Music Director Patti McGill Rowe decided to retire from that position.  She 
wanted to slow down a bit after many years of extra responsibility, and we owe her so much 
for her ability, dedication and long years of service.  She is currently taking a short sabbatical to 
rest, relax and refresh before rejoining us in her other long-term role, fellow parishioner.  
 

Patti had wanted to make this move several years ago but she did not because she did not want 
to leave us without a music director.  God in his wisdom sent us a new parishioner who has 
musical talents and gifts in Ron Stockton.  Ron has assumed the role of musical director and will 
contribute greatly to the parish as we continue to evolve.  Ron has taken a leading role these 
past several months and he has made important contributions to our music. We can anticipate 
much more.      
 

Your Vestry has been working hard also.  We are rewriting our bylaws, which have not been 
revised for at least ten years.  On December 4, we will have an opportunity at a special Parish 
meeting to vote on those changes, which are intended to allow our Vestry to operate more 
effectively and to streamline many of our procedures.   
 

Next, we will have a special Christmas performance by the Raytown Civic Band in our church on 
December 11 at 4PM.  This event will be free to us and to anyone who attends.  Be sure to 
invite friends and neighbors as your guests.  The band will be playing traditional Christmas 
Music. 
 

 We should take time to express our gratitude for all that we have and remember to return part 
of what we have been given to God in service and offerings.  
 

God bless all of you as we enter this special time of our liturgical year.   
 

Bill Noone 
Senior Warden 

 

 
 

 
JANUARY 

Messenger/Calendar 
Deadline 

 

DECEMBER 20TH  

 

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 
OPEN 9-12 P.M. ON FRIDAY 

DECEMBER 23RD  
CLOSED ON MONDAY 

DECEMBER 26TH  
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ESL UPDATES: 
 
The fall semester of ESL classes draws to a close on Monday, December 19thΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
semester, with a smaller core group of students, but attendance has been more consistent than 
in some past semesters. The last night of class will be a celebration, with a Potluck dinner, music, 
and student recognition awards.   
 
After much prayer and discussion, the ESL admin team has decided we will continue offering ESL 
classes in the spring semester.  Spring classes will resume on Monday, January 30th and continue 
through Wednesday, May 9th. Almost all of our fall students have expressed their commitment 
to continue attending classes in the spring semester.   
 
We originally thought we would need to discontinue the childcare option for spring due to the 
fact that a couple of our hardworking nursery volunteers will not be available next semester.  But 
thanks to the clear and definite feedback we received from Judy Roberts and her heartfelt call for 
volunteers during a recent coffee hour, we have reconsidered that decision.  We hope to be able 
to offer childcare on both Monday and Wednesday nights during the spring semester.  To offer 
ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ н ƳƻǊŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 
part of the ESL service, or know someone you can recommend, please see Brenda Laney or Linda 
Gerding. 
 
Thanks to everyone for your support of ESL!  Please continue to pray with us for the ESL ministry: 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the warm and welcoming spirit of hospitality and acceptance 
that permeates this place, and for the prayers and open hearts of the StΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
that enables this outreach service to continue and thrive.  May the Holy Spirit who dwells in us 
find a dwelling place in the lives of all who enter here.  As they seek to learn English, may they 
also find a deeper knowledge and experience of your love.  As we work with them, may we find 
our own lives enriched, our visions broadened, and our hearts enlarged. And may all we do be 
done through the grace and love of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
The ESL Admin Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


