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Advent 2009
Being prepared is really important. The 19th-century explorer, Sir John Franklin,

led an expedition that tried to reach the North Pole. Consider how prepared he was
for that journey:

"Each sailing vessel carried an auxiliary steam engine and a 12-day supply of
coal for the entire projected 2 or 3 year voyage. Instead of additional coal…each ship
made room for a 1,200-volume library, a hand-organ playing 50 tunes, china place
settings for officers and men, cut-glass wine goblets, and sterling silver cutlery. The
expedition carried no special clothing for the Arctic, only the uniforms of Her
Majesty’s Navy. Imagine heading into the frigid wastelands of the North Pole with
supplies like that! These explorers were totally unprepared for what they were about
to face.

Sunday, November 29th, we began Advent Season 2009, a time of anticipation,
a time of getting ready for the arrival of someone important. Jesus will come back
again, as Scripture reminds us – "the Son of Man will appear, coming in a cloud with
great power and glory".
Perhaps a story will add clarity: There was once a spider who lived in a cornfield.
He was a big spider and he had spun a beautiful web between the corn stalks. He got
fat eating all the bugs that would get caught in his web.. He liked his home and
planned to stay there for the rest of his life.
One day the spider caught a little bug in his web, and just as the spider was about to
eat him, the bug said, "If you let me go I will tell you something important that will
save your life."

The spider paused for a moment and listened because he was amused. "You
better get out of this cornfield," the little bug said, "The harvest is coming!"

The spider smiled and said, "What is this harvest you are talking about? I think
you are just telling me a story."

But the little bug said, "Oh no, it is true. The owner of this field is coming to
harvest it soon. All the stalks will be knocked down and the corn will be gathered up.
You will be killed by the giant machines if you stay here."

The spider said, "I don't believe in harvests and giant machines that knock down
corn stalks. How can you prove this?"

The little bug continued, "Just look at the corn. See how it is planted in rows? It
proves this field was created by an intelligent designer."The spider laughed and
mockingly said, "This field has evolved and has nothing to do with a creator. Corn
always grows that way."

The bug went on to explain, "Oh no. This field belongs to the owner who
planted it, and the harvest is coming soon."

The spider grinned and said to the little bug, "I don't believe you," and then the
spider ate the little bug for lunch.
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