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From the Senior Warden

| grew up a Methodist and decidedly a low church Methodist. As a
teenager, our youth group participated in a weeklong camp on the
campus of Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas. It was an

uplifting experience and it concluded with a very simple open-air
service on the campus in which we all lit candles at dusk and sang quiet
hymns. To me | felt the presence of God and it was one of those
moments that you want to stretch and make it last longer. The fact that
| still remember the feeling is telling. We finished the evening reciting
what we called the M.Y.F. (Methodist Youth Fellowship) benediction:

AMay the Lord bless you and ke
face to shine upon youand be gracious to you, may the Lord lift
up his countenance upon you and giveyou peace 0

It was many years later that | discovered that this was actually
Numbers 6:24. What that verse means to me is thatwe seek peace and
solitude in our walk with God and that He is there for us. Itis up to us
to ask the right questions and offer the right petitions to obtain that. In
order for that to happen, we have to block out the distractions of
everyday life, unplug and turn off the visual and noisy devices of our
lives so we can talk to God. Then we will find what wereally need,
healing and solace.

As we trudge through life carrying all our worries and concerns we find
that the load can be nearly unbearable. When we turn to our Lord and
ask for help, we find that the load becomes more bearable;jt is lighter
and more manageablenot because of who we are, but who we ask for
help. Two weeksago, our Gospel from Matthew included this verse:
ACome to me, all you who arbeadense ar
and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for

| am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burder
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There are so many verses in the Bible that deliver this same message. In Isaiah 40:31

that message of hopeisrestated, fiBut t hose who wait rfor
strength, they shall mount up on with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.o Unf ortu

answers and that we can solveall our problems by the force of our wills. That is not
true, we need His help. When we find our rest and our strength is renewed we should
then thank God for his many blessings.

There are many ways to express our thanks to God for all he has given usand the

simple ones that we practice can leave us with a deeper faith. | would encourage
everyone to include some of the simple daily offices in our Book of Common Prayer in
their daily meditations. These are the gifts from God; truly, these simple gifts are ours,

if only we will slow down to appreci at e t hem. T h r@jbice arsl beG o d 0 ¢
thankful.

Bill Noone
Sr. Warden
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Thank You !

To the Vestry and Parish | would like to express my sincere thank
the wonderful gift given to m
third Rector.

Fr. Bill +
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Got Mums?

(And more news)
vjllh

The St. Matt hewbés E. C. W. 0s Falll Mum Sa
September 4. All you need to do is choose from purple, white, orange, red or yellow
mums. Then place your order with Sherry Minzey at the 4:00 p.m., Saturday service or
go to the order table on Sunday. The good news is plants are $9.00 eacli no price
increase! Your mums will be available for pick up on September 17 and 18 at the
church.

St. Matthewds has three, 806 | ong setadablé e
for $15.00 see George Miller. Checks s
Please include long table purchase on the memo line. These proceeds will go into the
church account.

Accidents do happen and sometimes there is a need forifst

ai d. St. Mat t hewviretsid kitsogwen yaSherry w
Minzey. One of the kits is located in the kitchen in a drawer under
the microwave and the other kit is on the coat rack shelfby the
library. Please return the kit to the same locaion after use.
FIRST AID Y

Soon the Parish Hall, Kitchen and Classroom Hall will have a clean, fresh look with
almond colored paint and darker baseboards. Currently, baseboards are being removed
and painting will take place the first week in August. Work will be completed with the
installation of new baseboards. We give our thanks to the men who have made this
facelift possible.

Please plan to attend our next meeting on August 20 at10:30 a.m. We look forward
to seeing you.

WAL
Nancy Anderson el / ;’

"
E.C.W. President S

September
Messenger/Calendar
Deadline
August 190
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and winter approaching which will bring us more new
'U ideas to try at our church, new mugwlearn as well as

some of the old to sing, and a whole new look to our ch

LiQa KIFNR G2 3ISG NBIt SEOAGSR gAGK GKAA
LQY Ay | 3F22R L+ OS SY2iGA2yIf R0 Q@Y RY AL
for you to let me know what you think, so please do that, even if you write it down and g
to me.

My time is filled this summer with searching for new and different music for us to sing
includingservice music, psalms and hymtig Alleluia sung at the Gospeladingand
OOt I YIFdA2ya I FGSNI GKS NBIRAYy3I®D CKA& A

T LQY t221Ay3 F2N) az2y3akKeyya (dKFd ¢S
Dft 2NRAF® LOQR fA1S (2 aidl NihechwrdBgedra G KS

1 There are many versions of the psalms, service music and Alleluias as well as hy
that are sung with a cantor or several singers doing the verses and with the
O2yaANBILGA2Yy fSIR 0@ 2dzNJ a2y 3 me®atRSN
NEBlIFftfe ftA1S YR K2LIS (KIG &2dz KI @S f

1 Our hymnals still have many songs that we will continue to use but we will try not
use the ones that are difficult to sing. We will be supplementing these hymns with
some ofthe new hymns we are singing.

CKFiQa + 3I22R &adFNIL FyR KIF&a 1SLWG YS o0dz
and Ron Stockton has agreed to fill in for me on the piano. Ron is learning our liturgy af
thus learning to play the music and undesd how it fits in to the service. Please give him
your support as he becomes maresolved inour church and its services.

So, stay cool in your place of hibernation, but see you in church so that we can share m
worship together through our prayindjstening to scripture and sermons, and our singing
together to praise God.

Blessings,

Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director

Rt
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2011 Backpack Sundays (.,
July 31°" and August 7™ .-

Just $10 buys a backpack or supplies!
$25 will buy a new pair of shoes

$45 provides a full backpack & shoes

For the past three years, St. Matthew's parish has provided funds to REAP for backpacks
and supplies to be given to children whose families struggle to purchase the basic items
listed to start a new school year. REAP is determined to try to help each child by giving
them a backpack, supplies and a new pair of shoes. The Service & Outreach Committee
would like to ask for your support in helping REAP meet their goal by making a donation

on "Operation Backpack Sundays".

Please make checks payable to REAP and in the memo portion of your check indicate
"Operation Backpack". Let's do what we can to help the children in our community start
out the new school year with smiles on their faces.

Linda Gerding

Service & Outreach Commission

ﬁgg THIRD SUNDAY !% ﬂ%@‘

Somet hing new and excitingddThicrodni Sign d §
nights. The kickoff is Sunday, August 21 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall
with homemade ice cream and live music.

You do not need to buy a ticket or bring a dish, but we will have a sign  -up sheet
in order to have some idea of how many people to expect. Beyond that, just come
and have fun. Children and friends are welcome.

We look forward to seeing y ou then, so please put this date on your calendar
and DONO&T MI SS I T.
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mumble of discontent. You actually have contests for seats on the Vestry instead of excuses why you
OFyQi &aSNBSo

It is refreshing to be tolthank you, | appreciate your effort. We can now move forward from
here. In fact, we are moving forward. For all intents and purposes, we were considered a lost cause.

First, we were so very fortunate to have Father Gary for an Interim Rector. That led to getting
CFrG4KSNJ . Aff a GKS ySg NBOU2Z2N® L Yy O2y @Ay OSR
well with them following one another.

One of the vey best ways that we can show our gratitude is through our Stewardship. We do
a good job of the stewardship of our time and talent. How else could we do all the things we do. Fifty
ministries, with barely that many adult parishioners, therefore the ansa/¢hat we need to share St.
al G0 KS g Qdive Wavhyb By giving it awgye will have more and can do more. The same is
true of our financial stewardship. | hate to sound like a used car salesman, but | really believe that if

we can get them ithe door,we can close the deal.

As we move into this Hgathering season, please give your participation some prayerful
thought. We are truly blessed. Thank you Lord.

George Smith
Stewardship Committee

Dear Friends at St. Matthe 6 O h

Please pardon my delay in getting this note to yod.am truly sorry. The
going away event at Coffee Hour was wonderful and truly appreciated.he
flowers, cross,braceletand photo book were very huge surprises to me and
the memories of that daywill always be treasured.

-U OEI A AO 308 -AOOEAx30 EOI I OEA £EE
be a very important part of my life. | learned a great deal from all of you and

will cherish the memories that | take with me.Please remember thagll of

you are in my thoughts and prayers.Thank you for your love, kindness and
support through the years.



