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                        April 2011 
 

St. Matthewõs Episcopal Church 
9349 E. 65th Street, Raytown, MO 64133 
Phone: 816.353.4592   Fax: 816.353.4543 
Email: stmart@sbcglobal.net 
        

The Consecration of Bishop Martin Field 
 

On November 6, 2010, the delegates and clergy elected Rev. Martin Scott 
Field as the Eighth Bishop of the Diocese of West Missouri.  One day short of four 
months later, Rev. Field was ordained and consecrated as our new Bishop, 
following in the footsteps of Bishop Barry R. Howe.  It is more than the 
imagination can wrap around when all of the behind-the-scenes tasks are 
considered to make this day happen.   

The culmination of these days, weeks and months of planning occurred 
on March 5, 2011 in the Imperial Ballroom of the Muehlbach Hotel in downtown 
+ÁÎÓÁÓ #ÉÔÙȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÁÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÁÎÃÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔȢ !ÕÇÕÓÔÉÎÅȭÓ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
processions.  A gentleman stood at the front of the ballroom and signed the 
entire service for those who are hearing-impaired.   

During the ceremony, the Presiding Bishop called for various 
testimonials to be read, including:  Certificate of Election by the Diocese of West 
Missouri, one that listed the dates and places of his ordinations to the Diaconate 
and the priesthood; the consent of 95 of the Standing Committees of the Dioceses 
of the Episcopal Church and consent of 97 Bishops, both of which were 
majorities.  Bishop Field is the 1,055 bishop elected and consecrated in the 
Episcopal Church. 

When everyone was vested, we waited in the hallway outside of the 
Imperial Ballroom.  For me, there was an aura of anticipation for this event that 
surrounded everyone.  The presenters for Rev. Field, the people who would vest 
him, visiting Bishops, crucifers and torchbearers from several congregations, 
Deacon Jerry Grabher from the Cathedral carrying the Gospel, four vested 
Bishops, including Bishop Howe, Fr. Field and then the Presiding Bishop.  Other 
vested clergy entered through a separate door before the main procession 
began.   

)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ "ÉÓÈÏÐ &ÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ 
be the shepherd of all people ɀ laity and clergy ɀ in the Diocese of West Missouri.  
To watch all the attending Bishops place ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÏÎ "ÉÓÈÏÐ &ÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ 
a very sacred moment.  It brought tears and deeply felt emotions to everyone.  
After he was vested, in the video you will even hear Bishop Field remark that he 
was choked up.  One of the most incredible moments for me was when Bishop 
&ÉÅÌÄȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ $ÏÎÎÁȟ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ Á ÐÌÁÉÎ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÍÉÔÅÒ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÄȢ  %ÁÃÈ "ÉÓÈÏÐȟ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ 
and deacon in attendance more than likely remembered the feelings of their own 
ordinations to their respective office and through those memories, connected on 
a deeper level to Bishop Field.  To be able to attend was a powerful and blessed 
experience for me.   
   

Continued 
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A Word from the Finance Committee 

March 2011 

 

Our year is off to a good start and we 
hope and pray that it will continue.  Part 
of our good fortune comes from the 
annual early payment of 2011 pledges 
and from a bequest from a long time 
Parishioner.  She showed loyalty and 
commitment to her parish.  This and Dr. 
+ÉÓÎÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ 
thought processes.  Years ago I read a 
book by M. Scott Peck, MD and much of 
what Dr. Kisner said rang true to what 
had been said in his book. 
 
$ÏÃÔÏÒ 0ÅÃË ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ#ÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ 
the foundation, the bedrock of any 
ÇÅÎÕÉÎÅ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȢȱ  /ÕÒ ÌÁÔÅ 
Parishioner Dorothy Kirkham showed 
that commitment throughout her life.  We 
too are committed to our parish, to each 
other and to our Lord.   
 
May God bless each of you during this 
season of Lent. 
 
Bill Noone 
Chair, Finance Committee 
 

Continued from page 1 

 
In an interview with our new Bishop, he 

indicated that the visiting clergy commented on the 
hospitality of the people of West Missouri and Kansas 
City.  Each had received a bag that contained 
something different ɀ a notification of the donation of 
two bricËÓ ÈÏÎÏÒÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÅ ÆÏÒ (ÁÉÔÉȭÓ 
rebuilding purposes.  According to Bishop Field, in an 
edition of Episcopal News Service the Presiding 
Bishop also commented about the hospitality of 
Kansas City and the people of West Missouri. 
Since the Ordination rite for a Deacon indicates that 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÔo a special ministry of servanthood 
ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÉÓÈÏÐȢȱ  ɉ"#0ȟ ÐÇȢ υτσɊ  !Ó Á 
ÄÅÁÃÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ "ÉÓÈÏÐ &ÉÅÌÄȭÓ 
remarks concerning the diaconate during the 
walkabouts last fall, we have been blessed by God 
with Bishop Field as our new shepherd.   

Our Book of Common Prayer contains the 
ordination service for a Bishop beginning on page 
511.  The actual ordination and consecration can be 
viewed on the Diocesan website at 
www.diowestmo.orgȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȟ ) 
would urge you to watch the entire ceremony from 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ 
recessional.  Also on the website is the video of 
"ÉÓÈÏÐ &ÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÓÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ 'ÒÁÃÅ Ánd Holy Trinity 
Cathedral on Sunday, March 6th.   

 
 

Deacon Nancy Nevins 
 

 

 
 
 
The first meeting of the Stewardship Committee for 2011 was held on March 7.  Members 
include Yael Abouhalkah, Kay Chullino, George Smith, and Carl Turlin, with Joy Devin 
and Jane Petrie as Co-chairs. 
 
Our theme for this year is W.O.W.  You will be hearing more about this in the future.  
We decided on November 6 as Commitment Sunday and talks will be given on October 2 , 
16, and 30.  As I the past, we will continue to have articles in The Messenger.  
 
Stewardship is a year-long endeavor, so please continue to pray about this because we 
need everyone to participate in this process.  
 
Joy Devin and Jane Petrie 
Co-chairs 

 

http://www.diowestmo.org/
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What is going on with the music in our church?  )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ 
ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÎÏÔÉÃÅd a change and I hope that the next thing you 
say ÉÓ Ȱ) ÌÉËÅ ÉÔȦȱ just as I do.   Our new music is not only fun 
to sing but to play on either the piano or the organ.  Most 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÎÇer-friendly  and 
it  ÇÏÅÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ &ÒȢ "ÉÌÌȭÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȡ ÔÏ 
become more intimate with our spirituality, while praising 
our God with high hope and faith.    
 
Much of our music just begs ÆÏÒ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÏ ×ÅȭÒÅ 
in the process of adding guitar, flute and any other 
instrumentalists we can find and eventually some rhythm.   
ɉ$ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙȦ 7ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÃË ÁÎÄ ÒÏÌÌ 
plugged in band but a more acoustical soft sound.)  Anne, 
Judy, Ron and I have gotten together and are beginning to 
put together a really nice sound.  I know you will enjoy it.   

 
7ÅȭÒÅ also working on ideas for the choir and will start doing some new things after Easter.  
The most important thing is to remember that the choir members are worship leaders for 
our music. They know the music so that they can lead and encourage you to sing.  )ȭÍ ÏÎ Á 
search for new music to blend with some of the old that will work for us ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ 
help from Anne, Judy and Ron already.  7ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÓÔÁÎÃÅ -ÁÒÃÉ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÌ 4ÕÒÌÉÎ ȰÔÁÕÇÈÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÌÅd you in a new song 
recently and there is much more of that kind of opportunity coming. 
 
)ȭÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ Ìike what artists must be feeling when they 
face a blank page of paper or canvas or clay or steel ɀ whatever their medium is.  The only 
thing missing is the transition of their talents from their minds and hearts to that paper.  
We do the same thing with our music, so as we progress, I ask you to share favorite music 
with me and please share your musical abilities so that we can paint our musical picture 
with bright and joyful color . 
 
And this is what the bottom line is for me: whatever style of music we sing, whatever kind 
of instruments we hear accompanying that music and no matter what we call the singers, 
we are worshiping God as a loving community.  Praise the Lord.   
 
Please attend the upcoming services : Holy Week through Easter and see what we have 
planned.  Much work is going into the planning and preparation by many people who are 
excited to experience worship with you. 
 
Blessings to all of you during the rest of Lent and during the Easter season.  
 
Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director 
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E.C.W. Commitments 

 
 

      4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÆÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ %Ȣ#Ȣ7Ȣ 'ÅÒÁÎÉÕÍ 3ÁÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ to the Japan 
Earthquake Response Fund.  This effort is overseen by Episcopal Relief and Development.  Our 
thanks to all who purchased geraniums.  Your beautiful plants will be available for pick up at St. 
-ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ σπ ÁÎÄ -ÁÙ ρȢ 
 
      The E.C.W. has been asked to provide a simple dinner on Friday, April 8.  We will serve soup, 
bread, salad and dessert following worship, prayer and meditation.  Please join us for this Lenten 
meal. 
 
      Our members have submitted many excellent suggestions for a fun summer event at St. 
-ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȢ  4ÈÅ %Ȣ#Ȣ7Ȣ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÉÄÅÁÓȢ  4×Ï 
recommendations will be presented at our next meeting.  All ladies are invited to participate.  We 
meet at the church on the third Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m.  Come and help us choose the 
summer event! 
 
Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President 

             
 

      
RAYTOWN EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

(R.E.A.P.) 
 

BOY SCOUT FOOD DRIVE ON APRIL 16, 2011 
  

Volunteers from St. Matthews will join with other community volunteers at REAP on April 
16th to assist in unloading and sorting food items donated by local residents and gathered by the 
"ÏÙ 3ÃÏÕÔÓȢ  4ÈÅ "ÏÙ 3ÃÏÕÔÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÉÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÂÏÏÓÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÅÍÐÔÙ 
food shelves during a time when the economy has many seeking assistance from REAP.  If you want 
to help on the 16th as well, check with Linda Gerding for more details. 

Each month 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 

local community by contributing to the Loaves and Fishes program.  Last month REAP 
picked up 131 food items.  Cash and checks are also donated by using the envelopes in the 
narthex. 

St. Matthews is blessed with so many generous and loving parishioners. 
 
 Linda Gerding 
 
Service & Outreach Commission 
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St. Matthewõs Community E S L  Program 
 

Teaching English     ---     Crossing Cultures       ---     Building Community  

 

 

²ƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ с ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ happy to report that spring classes are running 
along smoothly. A solid number of students are attending regularly, as well as our faithful 
volunteers who show up weekly to help.   
 
Volunteers ô appreciation Υ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ the increasing 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
exciting threshold to cross! Many of these individuals help form the backbone of our teaching 
ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
contacts made over these past 4 years; we recognize that the success of this program is due in 
no small part to their continued commitment to work alongside our many faithful St. 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΦ 
 
So we want to give a great BIG thanks to: 
 

Bob and Charlotte Ward, retired Raytown teachers and members of the Southwood 
United Church of Christ. The Wards have consistently taught a weekly class since joining 
us during our very first semester in the fall of 2007. 
 
Beth Thomas, an experienced ESL teacher who has a Masters in ESL and taught English 
abroad for a number of years before moving to Kansas City with her family. She has 
taught a class each week since first joining us in the fall of 2008. 
 
Barb Correll, another member of the Southwood United Church of Christ, has joined us 
this year as an assistant teacher, and also serves as substitute teacher whenever 
needed. 
 
Jill McComas, also a member of the Southwood United Church of Christ, joined us this 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ wƛŎƪ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ І м ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
as a Monday night facilitator in the computer lab. 
 
Elizabeth Duff and Austin Althaber, Rockhurst University students, both joined us during 
the 2009-нлмл ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦǳƭƭǘƛƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
year. Their faithful commitment and dedication to service has inspired many of us. 
 
Maria Navarro joined us this year, first as a much-ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ΨǊƻŀƳƛƴƎΩ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
wherever she was needed; and now as a full-time Wednesday night teacher.  We are so 
ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛŀΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
serve in this community program. 
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May  
Messenger/Calendar  

Deadline  
April 22 nd 

 

Please Join Us For Bible Study Dialogue  

Wednesdays at Noon ς Parish Hall 

Questions?  

Contact Fr. Bill or the Church Office 

 

E S L  continuedé 

 
Katrina Jackson - the first Rockhurst University student to commit to serving fulltime in 
our ESL program.  She has worked faithfully each year in the nursery since fall of 2007ς 
we miss her this semester as she is busy completing her last semester in the nursing 
program at Rockhurst. 

 
 
If we had time and space we could name many others who have worked with us in previous 
ȅŜŀǊǎΥ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƛΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘǾƛŜǿΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪƘǳǊǎǘ 
and Raytown communities.  We give thanks for all of these volunteers, past and present! 
 
Celebration of success!   On Monday, March 21st we were happy to celebrate a 
significant achievement of two of our long-time D Class students. Velia Burciaga and Susan 
Ghafouri each recently passed the citizenship test and have now become US citizens.  
Congratulations, Velia and Susan! 
 
Faithfully, 
 
The ESL Administration Team 
 

Teaching English     ---     Crossing Cultures       ---     Building Community  

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED 

APRIL 22ND & 25 TH 
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The Amazing Day-to-Day 
 

So Emily Abouhalkah is off to Japan for a few months and then plans to come to Korea for a 
month of intensive Korean lÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÓÔÕÄÙȢ 4ÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ %3,Ȧ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÉÒÌ ÈÁÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ σ ÏÒ τ 3,ȭÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ 
pocket and gunning for more! We managed to catch up on a video chat and I was able to show her our 
apartment and give her a bit of advice on Korea, and Seoul in particular. I have an iPhone4 over here, 
so there she was on my iPhone screen; and my front camera was picking me up and beaming my 
smiling face to her. Simply amazing! That was the first time I had used the Skype app on my iPhone 
and I felt like Dick Tracy! Usually I use my laptop to visit with Brenda and the family. 

One thing she wrote in a follow-up email made me smile because it is so true: 
Thank you for talking with me! It was very cool to see your apartment. I will read your blog in the 
following days to get a feel for SK; you're so much more dedicated than I in writing blogs! when I go 
abroad I get so sucked into the day-to-day that all I can write is in my personal diary. 
4ÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) (!6%.ȭ4 ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÐÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÏÇ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÅÃÉÓÅÌÙ 
the reason she states: when I go abroad I get so sucked into the day-to-ÄÁÙȣ 

I ÁÍ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÁÍÁÚÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ 
encounters with so many interesting people, along with discovering interesting places to explore and 
foods to eat. I have met professors and teachers, businessmen, attorneys, economists, pastors, 
university students, diplomats and even ambassadors, and the curious thing is that these new 
relationships often have remarkable interconnections.  One example that also ties back to Emily: after 
talking with her, I was aware that she was thinking about participating in a University of Oklahoma 
program at Sungkyunkwan University here in Seoul. I was familiar with that school because it is up by 
the ancient fortress wall at the foot of Mt. Bugak that I had climbed a month or two ago. It was 
founded in 1398 (yes! over 600 years ago) and is the oldest university in East Asia. Well, that evening 
I attended the Thursday night Jubilee Prayer Meeting at SaRang Community Church, where around 
6,000 folks, lots of them young people, gather every week to pray for reconciliation with North Korea 
ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ +ÏÒÅÁȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÒÉÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÉÍÅȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ) 
am simply relaxing, enjoying the afterglow, and a young man sits down by me to strike up a 
conversation. He gets real excited when he learns I'm from Kansas City.  He spent two months there 
last fall in a church discipleship program! Then I learn he studied at the University of Oklahoma for 
one year, 2008-ςππωȠ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ %ÍÉÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅȦ Then I learn he just graduated from 
Sungkyunkwan University where Emily will probably be this summer! Come on, what are the chances 
of all that? Anyway, I was able to put them in touch with each other and have gained another local 
friend. 

So those are the sorÔ ÏÆ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ËÅÅÐ ÍÅ ȰÓÏ ÓÕÃËÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ-to-ÄÁÙȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÌÄ ÂÌÏÇ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÌÅÆÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄȢ )ȭÌÌ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅ ÕÐÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÙÓȢ ) ÄÉÄ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ 
the map a bit a few weeks back, so if you are a die-hard you can poke around on it and learn more 
about Seoul!  http://seouljourney.blogspot.com/  

This week-end I am off to Taebaek, a town about three hours east of Seoul, to visit Jesus 
Abbey, an intentional Christian community that startÅÄ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄ ρωφπȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 
year of running a Christ-centered classical school, a middle school. I am looking forward to that visit 
very much and should learn a lot.  The following week-ÅÎÄ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÉÓÉÔ 
home, April 11-!ÐÒÉÌ ςυȟ ÓÏ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÅÎȦ 

Our own project just keeps poking along. Ground-breaking did NOT take place in March, but 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÈÏÐÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅȢ -ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅ ) ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÅÁÃhing some 8th 
graders and some 2nd graders and fine tuning our curriculum to meet the needs of Korean students. It 
is very rewarding work and a joy. 

 
See you soon! 
 
Jim Laney 
 

http://seouljourney.blogspot.com/
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Again ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ǎƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎέΦ  /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ Řǳƻ ƻŦ 5ŀǾŜ aŀŎŜȅ 
and Dave Chullino; the sausage-man was George Miller; taking tickets was Linda Gerding and 
serving were Rick Roberts, Stan Nevins and John Corbin.  All the ushers happily pitched in for 
cleanup as we knew our Head Usher Charlie Matson was looking down on us and smiling from 
above. J 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊŎŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŀƛƴȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘΦ  !ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тр ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
were served, which included about ten visitors from the Stone Chapel Building after their 
meeting concluded.  And Charlie still packs them in, as Janie Matson had a table of ten of their 
friends who joined her to eat pancakes.   
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ǎƘŜǊΩǎ CǳƴŘ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϷнмрΦллΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ {ǳǇǇŜǊ.   This 
included several extra donations, and again this year, a special one from Joe Robles, a good 
fǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǘǎƻƴΩǎΣ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ aŀǘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ άŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎέΦ   Thank you to 
everyone for all your support! 
 
Linda Gerding 
    for the 
{ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ¦ǎƘŜǊǎ-2011 
 




