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Service Schedule 

 

Sundays: 
 

8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

 
10:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

& Healing Prayer 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

9349 East 65
th

 Street, Raytown, Missouri 64133 
Phone: (816) 353-4592; Fax (816) 353-4543; E-mail: stmart@sbcglobal.net 

Please visit our website at StMatthewsRaytown.org 

                                                A Parable 
 
“A water bearer had two large pots, each hung on each end of a pole which he carried 

across his back.  One of the pots had a crack in it, and while the other pot was perfect and 

always delivered a full portion of water at the end of the long walk from the stream to the 

masters house, the cracked pot arrived only half full.  

 

For a full two years this went on daily, with the water bearer delivering only one and a 

half pots full of water to his master's house. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its 

accomplishments. 

  

But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it was 

only able to accomplish half of what it had been created to do. After two years of what it 

perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the stream.  

 

"I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologize to you." 

  

"Why?" asked the bearer. "What are you ashamed of?"  

 

"For the past two years, I have only been able, to deliver half of my load because this 

crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your master's house. Because 

of my flaws, you have to do all of this work, and you don't get full value from your 

efforts," the pot said. The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his 

compassion he said, "As we return to the master's house, I want you to notice the beautiful 

flowers along the path."  

 

Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of the sun warming the 

beautiful wild flowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it some. But at the end of 

the trail, it still felt bad because it had leaked out half its load, and so again the pot 

apologized to the bearer for its failure. The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice that 

there were flowers only on your side of your path, but not on the other pot's side? That's 

because I have always known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. I planted flower 

seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back from the stream, you've 

watered them. For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate 

my master's table. Without you being just the way you are, he would not have this beauty 

to grace his house."  

  

Most of the time - most of us are like the cracked pot.  But take heart, our God makes use 

of us as we are - defects, faults and flaws.  Easter is the season of new life.  Let the 

resurrected Christ lift you to new purpose and new devotion. 

 

Gary Gilbertson+ 

Interim Rector 
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MESSENGER/CALENDAR 

DEADLINE APRIL 22
nd  

 

RAYTOWN EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM  

(R.E.A.P.) 
 

 BOY SCOUT FOOD DRIVE  
 

Again this year, on April 17, 2010, the Service and Outreach 

Commission will volunteer to represent St. Matthew’s at REAP 

in helping with the annual Boy Scout Food Drive.  This will be 

the first time this event will take place at the new location for 

REAP at 75
th

 & Elm in Raytown. Volunteers assist in 

unloading and sorting food items donated by local residents and 

gathered by the Boy Scouts. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering please contact Linda 

Gerding or Christina Brooks.  Al Brown, REAP’S Director, 

always expresses his gratitude for the faithfulness of St. 

Matthew’s parish in their support of REAP.   

 

Linda Gerding & Christina Brooks 

 

Service & Outreach Commission 

 

LOAVES & FISHES 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

March food collection for 
REAP totaled 63 items.  

 
"THANK YOU" 

ST. MATTHEW'S PARISH 
 

Our next  
"Loaves & Fishes" Sunday is 

May 16, 2010 

 

Spring Surprises 
 

 Spring came in like a lion with heavy snow forcing us to cancel our March 20
th

  ECW meeting 

and luncheon. We had been looking forward to celebrating first quarter birthdays. A decision was 

made to skip our March meeting and focus on Holy Week and Easter. 
 

 Geranium orders got off to a slow start this year. Naturally our attention was given to Bishop 

Howe’s visit and the following Sunday’s snow storm. We continued to take orders through March and 

want to thank all who ordered plants. Your geraniums will be available for pick-up at St. Matthew’s on 

May 2. 
 

 Fr. Gary has been concerned about candles causing a fire. The ECW will purchase 100 battery 

operated candles to replace the hand held candles we light during the Easter Vigil. We hope to receive 

the candles before Easter. (Editors note: candles did arrive and they are wonderful!) 

 

 Just a reminder to ECW embers to bring the coins you have been saving since February 

to our April 17
th

  meeting. Our coins will be collected and given to Episcopal Social Services. 

 

 After our 10:00 a.m. meeting on April 17
th

 , we will go to Ophelia’s for lunch. Please 

speak to Marilyn King (816-350-7543) for a luncheon reservation. 
 

Nancy Anderson, ECW President  
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Special thanks and appreciation to the choir for their hard work during March and 

April preparing for Holy Week and Easter.  The results were wonderful and they 

received so many nice compliments about their music.  I’m so proud of them.  

Their dedication and desire to present music to you as meaningfully and 

spiritually as they can is an inspiration.  It comes right from their hearts and just 

makes me weep for joy. (Literally!) 

 

We really enjoyed having Brian Rood, Gary Schutza and Betty Bauer with us.  I think Brian and 

Gary played more beautifully than I’ve ever heard them and Betty accompanied all of us so well.  I 

want to thank the people who have contributed to the special musicians fund so that we were able to 

have the trumpeters again.  They come to us totally from private contributions and not from any of 

the music budgets, so it’s you who get special thanks. 

 

I wish you a very happy spring and Easter Season.  May the joy of the Resurrection and Ascension 

fill your hearts. 

 

Patti McGill Rowe, Music Director 

 
 
 

. 

ST. MATTHEW’S TEAM 2010 

AIDS WALK-KANSAS CITY 

 
 

The 22nd annual AIDS WALK-Kansas City will be held on Saturday, April 24
h
 at Theis Park located 

at 47
th

 & Oak near the Country Club Plaza.  Registration is at 8:00am, Walk-Ceremonies are at 

9:00am, and the 3.1 mile Walk begins at 10:00am.   

 

Last year’s St. Matthew’s Team walked to raise funds, raise awareness, and support research to combat 

AIDS. This will be the fourth year St. Matthew’s has registered a team in the AIDS WALK and to date 

has raised almost $2,000.00.  We are always looking for more participants for the Team. 

 

 If you can join in the Walk or want to contribute to St. Matthew’s Team, you can go online to: 

 www.firstgiving.com/stmatthewsraytown and Hit “Sponsor me Now” 

 

OR, simply let Christina Brooks or Linda Gerding know in what way you want to show your support. 

 

“Walk Forward Count Backward” is the slogan for this year and fits our Team goal to 

raise awareness and eradicate the AIDS disease as one of the Millennium Development Goals: 

     #6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases  

This is another opportunity for St. Matthew’s Parish to show support to an “outreach ministry”. 

Blessings, 

 

Linda Gerding & Christina Brooks 

Service & Outreach Commission 

  

 

http://www.firstgiving.com/stmatthewsraytown
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 HOLY BAPTISM 
 

On February 21, 2010, four month old Gracie 
Linn Seese, daughter of Joy and Joe Seese, 
was baptized into the family of Christ by Fr. 
'ÁÒÙ 'ÉÌÂÅÒÔÓÏÎȢ  'ÒÁÃÉÅȭÓ 'ÏÄÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ 
*ÏÙȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ-in-law Scott and 
Natalie Morrison.  Proud Grandparents are 
Linda and Mike Gerding, Doug and Joy 
Morrison, and David and Lisa Seese. Great 
Grandparents Ronald and Louise Woody, 
Dennis and Janice Seese and Shirley Burt also 
attended the ceremony along with many 
aunts, uncles, sisters, cousins, and friends.  
This was an especially blessed event for the 
entire family. 
 

 

 

We are most grateful to all those who made memorial and thank offering contributions for  
Easter lilies and flowering plants.  

The memorials and thanksgivings were listed in the Easter bulletins.  
Those who made contributions are as follows: 

 

 

John & Pat Madgett Linda & Mike Gerding Natalie Dake 

Gary & Patricia Gilbertson Jane Matson Bill & Sandy Noone 

Rick & Judy Roberts Jim & Sherry Minzey Virginia Sembower 

Jane Petrie Margot Carroll Rachel Morrison 

Wanita Reiss Charles Hopkins George & Jeannie Miller 

 

 

The Bishopõs Visitation 

Holy Baptism & Confirmation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent saw the 

welcoming of Lynn Davidson through 

baptism and Ray Davidson through 

reception into the Episcopal Church and as 

members of St. Matthewõs. Our Bishop, The 

Rt Rev Barry Howe assisted by The Rev 

Gary Gilbertson, Interim Rector, and Nancy 

Nevins who will soon be ordained Deacon, 

hosted this special occasion. 

 

Emergency Pastoral Care 
 

Fr. Gary, our Interim Rector will be out of the 

community from April 27 to May 12; in an 

emergency please contact one of the Wardens. 

Area Priest are on call; and worship services will 

be handled by the Rev Marshall Scott, Chaplain at 

St. Luke’s South. 


