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__________________________________________

Holy Week and Easter

Dear Parish Family:

Holy Week is, as you know, a very sacred time of the year. This year, as in
the past we will commemorate and remember the last week of Jesus'
earthly life; he days leading up to the great Easter Feast. The Lenten season
of sacrifice and self-denial is about to come to an end, but this coming
week is extremely important for all Christians. The greatest focus of the
week is the Passion (suffering) and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the
events that led up to it.

Historical documents tell us that as early as the fourth century the Church
celebrated this "Great Week" with a feeling of profound sanctity. It begins
with Palm Sunday, which marks Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem .
The central feature of the service proper to this day, as it was in the earliest
times, is the procession of palms. The palms are blessed and are then borne
in procession to the church, where an entry is made with a certain amount
of ceremony, after which the Eucharist is celebrated. The other notable and
very ancient feature of the present Palm Sunday service is the reading of
the Gospel of the Passion by readers and the congregation.

Especially important for Saint Matthew’s are the
final days of Holy Week. . On Maundy
Thursday, we reenact the Lord's Last Supper,
which He shared with His apostles on the night
He was betrayed and arrested. This beautiful
liturgy will include the “washing of feet” and
the “stripping of the altar.” The time of the Service
is 7:00 pm.
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On Good Friday, the day of the crucifixion and death of our
Lord, we have the veneration of the Cross from the special
liturgy for this day in the Book of Common Prayer. There is no
consecration of the Eucharist on this day, and the Communion
we receive will be from the night before, which has been
reserved in a special location. Two Services will be held, Noon
and 7:00 pm.

Holy Saturday is the Vigil, the watch for the rising of Our Savior. By
paying the price for our sins on the Cross, He gained for us our
eternal salvation. Also on this night, persons who have prepared
will be received Baptism and the whole congregation will renew our
Baptismal vows. It is a most joyous occasion and the Service will
start at 8:00 pm.

Easter Day: “Alleluia. Christ is risen” What more could be said?
Nothing more needs to be said! We will celebrate Easter Day at

8:00 am, 10:15 am, and 1:00 pm (Spanish).

Gary Gilbertson+
Interim Rector

The Messenger Page 2

Sign Up Sheets

The Watch 8:30 p.m.Thursday-7:30 a.m. Friday at the Altar of Repose. Please sign up at the Church for an
hour of quiet meditation during the night. To keep the watch through the night, we need all hours filled.

“Could you not watch with me one hour?” -- Jesus of Nazareth.

Please sign up to bring food for the Agape after Eucharist on Easter Eve. There will be a list located
in the Narthex and Parish Hall.



The choir and I wish all of you a happy Easter full of all of the
joy and renewal that it brings. It’s so wonderful to see the trees
and plants budding out of their winter rest. Soon the earth will
be green and we’ll be out of the darkness of Lent into the light of
Easter and the resurrection.

We’ve been very busy practicing music for Holy Week and
Easter. Betty Bauer will be our organist for both the great Vigil
and for Easter morning and we’ll be happy to hear the organ put
to it’s full use. I hope that you will come to the Vigil this year.
Fr. Gary has made some very nice changes and I believe it will
be a very moving service. We had enough money in our special
musicians fund to have our trumpeters back so it looks to be a
great celebration of Easter again.

As always, thank you to the choir for their continued dedication and commitment to the
choir and the music that we sing.

Faithfully,

Patti McGill Rowe
Music Director
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EASTER FLOWERS AND PLANTS

Memorial & Thank Offerings

The Easter celebrations of the Church are made even
lovelier by the presence of plants and flowers offered
by our members. Envelopes have been distributed at
the Church for any offerings you wish to make toward
providing the plants and flowers. Please place your
contribution in the envelope and return to the church
as soon as possible, listing any memorials and
thanksgivings you wish to be listed in the Easter
bulletins. The deadline for listings is April 4th. If you
do not have a special envelope, please note “Flowers”
on your check and mail to the office along with your
list of memorials or thanksgivings.

Envelopes will be
available at services
on Palm Sunday and
Easter for your Easter

offering, please be
sure to write “Easter”
on the check memo.

Thank you.
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DEADLINE

ESL News
St. Matthew’s ESL classes have now returned
from spring break, which we took the week of
March 16-20, along with the Raytown School
District. All classes have now resumed and 6
new students registered the first night of classes,
on Monday night, March 23rd.

Four of the new students are members of a
family newly arrived from Egypt. The oldest son
is a freshman in college; another son is a
freshman in high school. Their English is a bit
more advanced than their parents, who speak
only Arabic. These newly arrived students are
just beginning their class as we say good-bye to 2
of our most faithful students, Tajvar and Sirous,
who return next week to their home in Iran.

On Wednesday, March 25 we honored Tajvar
and Sirous for their many hours of classroom
study this year –to date they each have
completed 86 classroom hours, as well as another
43 computer lab hours, altogether achieving 96%
attendance for this year.

Classes will continue through April and May,
with our final class of the year scheduled for
Wednesday, May 13th. We will hold the end of
year award’s picnic on Sunday, May 17th. All of
St. Matthew’s is invited to join us for this
celebration.

ESL Administrative Team
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Finance Committee
It seems entirely appropriate to discus
money in April and we will. Since this
is from the Finance Committee you
probably knew that the subject was
going to be money anyway. In looking
back at our first two months of 2009,
our pledge income sadly has mirrored
the economy. We have a shortfall of
approximately $2500 in total for those
two months. Fortunately our expenses
have been under budget as well, but
we certainly do not expect that to last.

If our pledge income had been at the
level we budgeted and expenses had
been less then that would have put us
in a far better situation. Please keep
your pledges up to date. We realize
that is sometimes not possible, but
your efforts would go far to getting us
ahead.

The Parish will be selling the Hy Vee
and Price Chopper coupon books
again. They cost $5 each and your cost
is recovered on your first purchase of
$50. There are other saving
opportunities in the books, and your
Parish will net $4 from the sale of each
book.

Thanks again for your continued
support as we proceed on our journey
together to renew our Parish.

Bill Noone, Chair

CHURCH OFFICE

WILL CLOSE AT NOON

ON GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 10TH



St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church Women News
Spring is here and we’re having a Plant and Bake Sale on May 3. This is a major fundraiser for St.
Matthew’s ECW. As a part of the sale, geranium orders have been taken in March with plant pick up
at the sale. We will also have available some annuals, perennials and baked goodies. Please shop for
plants for your flower pots, gardens and Mother’s Day gifts.

In other news, Marilyn King and Dave Chullino have been busy organizing an inventory for the whole
church. Jeannie Miller has been clearing out the storage room next to the classrooms and large closet
in the parish hall. The ECW will be doing the inventory of the kitchen, linen closet and cabinet after
Easter. The inventory will include both counting and photography and will be used for insurance
purposes.

Our thanks goes to Virginia Sembower for creating a lovely display on the ECW bulletin board. Stop
and take a look at what is happening. The board is located on the wall at the bottom of the stairs
leading into parish hall.

Our next meeting will be April 18th at
10:30 a.m. at the church. Please join
us.

Nancy Anderson
ECW President
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“LOAVES & FISHES” SUNDAY

March Loaves & Fishes food collection for REAP
totaled 99 items.

Our next “Loaves & Fishes” Sunday is April 19th.

Don’t Forget!

ST. MATTHEW’S TEAM 2009
AIDS WALK-KANSAS CITY

April 25th at Theis Park

Registration is at 8:00am, Walk-Ceremonies
are at 9:00am, and the 3.1 mile Walk begins
at 10:00am. Go to:

www.firstgiving.com/stmatthewsraytown
For donations to support St. Matthew’s Team
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Thank You

To My St. Matthew’s Family,

You have been so good to me I’m
embarrassed! Never in my almost 88 years have I
felt so helpless!

First, thank all of you for my Valentine’s
serenade (probably engineered by our own Carl
Turlin).

With the initial delicious meals I began a
running list of each of you and my enjoyment of
your particular meal. One day exiting the kitchen I
placed my coffee on the table, proceeding to bump
the table. Right! Coffee on my list.

NOW- containers! Kay C. how well you
know me. You put your name on the bottom of
your bowl.

In addition to feeding me, I’ve had the use
of a walker (with a seat) thanks to Kay C.; a
wheelchair, apparently from St. Matthew’s
equipment pool. I hope to add to that “pool” in the
not too distant future.

ECW/Knitters, graciously presented me
with a “Prayer Shawl”.

Thank you to each of you who had given of
your time and talent –and thank you Macajah for
spending time with this old lady; and your offer to
modify my T.V. and the “box”.

There are “stars un your crowns”; and as my
father said “Thank you until you are better paid”.

Love, (which is all I have to give) to each of you.

Jaqueline

Pictured: Fr. Gary, Carmen, Kristen & Jeff

We welcome into the fellowship of
Christ’s Church Carmen Elizabeth
Haynes, daughter of Kristin & Jeff

Haynes, who was born September 25,
2008 and baptized at St. Matthew’s on

March 1, 2009.

Please Remember

Magazines - For St. Lukes
Hospital, box located in the Narthex
cloak room.

Paper- recycling project - for
fundraising. The bin is located on the
SW corner of the parking lot.

HyVee and Price Chopper
Coupon Books -This is an
ongoing fund raising project. Books
are available for purchase from the
ushers on Sundays.

THANK YOU!


