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The Fundamental Nature of a Christian Ethics of the Heart 

 In the coming weeks of Pentecost, sermons will continue with the 

lectionary readings from the epistle to the Romans. We will examine the basic 

nature of Christian ethics and moral conduct. Christian ethics, in Romans, is 

seen as an evolution from the Old Testament ethics of obedience to the law to 

an ethics based on the indwelling of the Spirit.  

 Paul teaches an ethics of the heart. One could say that Paul teaches that 

we must feel ethics before we can act ethically. Paul establishes this ethical 

view with his fundamental teaching of the New Covenant.  

The sign of the New Covenant 

 The Spirit is introduced very early in Romans. Paulôs introduction of 

his Gospel about Christ states that Jesus was declared to be the Son of God by 

the óSpirit of Holinessô (Rom 1:4). This connection introduces the spirit as in 

integral part of Godôs salvation plan through Jesus, and of how Jesus is 

presented in Romans. Paulôs second reference to the Spirit comes in reference 

to Judaism (Rom 2:29). This passage refers to Old Testament prophesies that 

looked forward to the New Covenant when the people of God would have 

their hearts circumcised, and the Spirit of God would dwell in them (Deut 

10.16; 30.6; Jer 31.34, Ezek 11.19; 36.26-7; 37.1-14). Thus, Paul sees the 

work of the Spirit in Christians as a fulfillment of these prophesies, and a 

major sign of the New Covenant. Paul is also drawing a contrast between the 

Spirit and the written law, saying that true Judaism is from the Spirit, not the 

Law. 

Ethics of the New Covenant 

 Rom 14:17 continues the theme of the New Covenant, with Paul 

switching to the language of óthe Kingdom of Godô that is more familiar on 

the lips of Jesus. Here he shows that righteousness, peace and joy are all part 

of the new Kingdom, which is identified with the Spirit. The context also links 

the Spirit-filled New Covenant with ethical behavior, since Paul is using his 

teaching about the nature of the Kingdom of God to underline his ethical 

teaching. Rom 8 also shows this, ñThe Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 

Continued on page 2 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%202.29
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2030.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2031.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2011.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2036.26-7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2037.1-14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2014.17
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Continued from page 1 

do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 

words, And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.ò 

   Paul, throughout Romans, spells out the ethical implication of living in the Spirit. As 

people who are freed from the sinful nature into the Spirit, Godôs children are to live according 

to the Spirit and not the sinful nature (Rom 8:5-8, 12). This anchors the ethical teaching of 

chapters 12-15 in the indwelling of the Spirit, and the New Covenant.  

 

Fr. Bill + 

 

            Changing Times 
 

 
5ŜŀŎƻƴ bŀƴŎȅ bŜǾƛƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ [ŜŜΩǎ 
Summit.  It is with a mixture of sadness and joy that watch her leave.  
She has been a part of our parish life for nearly twenty years ς as a 
parishioner, candidate for the diaconate and as deacon.   

 
It has been rewarding for us to witness her spiritual journey and we all know how much she has 
sacrificed to have completed her ordination.  It is sad to see her leave, yet it also must be an 
occasion of joy for her to have the opportunity to serve in a larger parish.  Nancy will be able to 
more fully develop her ministry and more fully use her many talents to serve our Lord. 
 
Nancy we wish you well on your further spiritual journey and we will miss you and Stanley.  You 
are in our hearts and prayers and we know that you will do well. 
 
Bill Noone 
Sr. Warden 

 
Fr. Bill will be on vacation July 13 ï August 3. During this time the 
Saturday 4:00 p.m., Service will be Evening Prayer with Communion 
from the Reserved Sacrament. Also, if you have a need during this time 
please contact Bill Noone, Sr. Warden or the Church Office. 
 
Pat Whitmore, Pastoral Care Chair will be on vacation June 27 ï August 19. If 
there is a need please contact Nancy Anderson or Kay Chullino as they will be 

filling in for Pat while she is away 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.5-8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.12
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July  21st       
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MONDAY 
JULY 4TH 

 

 

A Message from the Senior Warden  
 
It is official! Fr. Bill McVey has been installed by Bishop Martin Field as the third rector of our 
parish.  For a parish that is nearly sixty years old it is amazing that we have had only three full 
time rectors.  The two rectors who preceded Fr. Bill ς Fr. Donald Becker and Fr. Robert 
Hutcherson ς faithfully led our parish through good times and times not so good.  For that we 
should all be grateful.  The installation of a new rector is not something with which we are 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ it.  We want to thank Bishop Field and everyone who 
attended the special Wednesday night service.  It was an occasion of joy and happiness. 
 
Now our work must continue as we remake St. Matthews.  Our commitment to new ideas and to 
try new things must continue.  Our summer worship service will be simpler.  This summer we will 
have both our Sunday main service at 10:15 and our Saturday afternoon service at 4.  During Fr. 
.ƛƭƭΩǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƭŀȅ ǇŜǊson and there 
will be Communioin using blessed elements from the reserve sacraments. 
 
As we continue this journey we are making plans to re-shape our worship services for the coming 
year.   We will remain the loving parish we have always been and be a place where everyone will 
feel welcome and happy that they have come to worship with us. I have always felt that coming 
to church is like being at home, someplace comfortable where everyone is welcome and 
accepted.  That is how I have felt about our parish for nearly four decades now.  It is important 
that visitors have that same feeling.  As a member of your vestry I ask that we all work together 
to keep that warm feeling for all who enter our parish home.   
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǊŜǎǘ 
While others go and come 
No more a stranger or a guest 
.ǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέϝ 
 
*My Shepherd Will Supply My Needs, Isaac Watts 
 
Bill Noone  

 

Linda McVey, Bishop Martin Field, Fr. Bill McVey  
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As our summer turns from June into July, we 
continue with our music much as we have been 
doing over the past several months and this will 
take us into fall with some differences.  First, our 
choir will not be seen in the back of the church 
but rather moved up with the congregation. 

 
As we have diminished in size we have altered our purpose a bit by becoming Worship 
Leaders and more specifically, Music Leaders. We have lead the hymns and service music 
from the back and starting this summer we will do the same from the congregation.  After 
ÏÎÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÁÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
congregation that having the choir in the congregation helps make it easier to sing and 
people feel more confident about singing out with confidence.  
 
 Second, I will continue to play the piano and organ from the back, and Ron Stockton will 
also be playing.  We plan to work on ways to move this accompaniment closer to the front 
by fall. We will begin adding more instrumental accompaniment also.  You heard the jazz 
ÑÕÁÒÔÅÔ ÁÔ &ÒȢ "ÉÌÌȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÊÏÙ from this 
experience.  Being able to join in and sing with them was truly wonderful and I feel it not 
only brought us closer together as a community, but also was a great gift to our Lord.  I 
think singing with an ensemble of instrumentalists will be very enjoyable for all of us. I 
ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÙÆÕÌ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 
happiness into our daily lives with us.   
 
4ÈÉÒÄȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÙÍÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ρωψς ÈÙÍÎÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
enjoy singing and add to those some of the new, contemporary music that we have been 
ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÎÇ ÆÒÏm the LEVAS II hymnal ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ )ȭÍ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ 
0ÓÁÌÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÉÎÇ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÎÅ× ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÍÕÓÉÃȢ )ȭÍ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎg the search and 
discovery of some really nice music though I, like you, find it not only exciting but 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÍÕÓÉÃ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÕÓ 
ÖÉÓÉÂÌÙ ÊÏÙÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÁÓ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÍÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇȢ   
 
I ask that we all take these changes day to day with joyful anticipation of whatever the 
next one will be.  It feels good and fresh to me; I hope it does to you also. I think it wil l to 
visitors and future members too, especially when they experience our excitement about 
it . It feels rejuvenating and fresh and I feel that the Lord is right in the middle of it .  Please 
come forward with ideas and revel in this awakening. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Patti McGill Rowe/Music Director 
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Life at St. Matth£ďïô 

 
3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ  7Å ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÄÉÎÎÅÒÓȟ %ÁÓÔÅÒȟ 
plant sales, farewell and birthday celebrations, a funeral with luÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ &ÒȢ "ÉÌÌȭÓ 
installation and reception. 
 
In early spring the E.C.W scheduled A True Blue Celebration for June   25.  Plans were 
completed and tickets were available for purchase starting June 4.  Ticket sales were 
disappointing, forcing a difficult decision to cancel this event.  Please see Mary Cease for 
your ticket refund. 
 
 Fortunately, previous fundraisers will allow the E.C.W. to go forward with funding some 
ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȢ   
 
 Recently, we bought sÉØȟ ψȭ ÌÏÎÇȟ ÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÍȭÓ #ÌÕÂȢ  4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ "ÅÃÉ "ÏÓÌÅÙȟ 
Jeannie and George Miller for their help with the purchase transaction and transporting the 
ÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȢ 
 
 Soon you will see work in the parish hall, classroom hall and kitchen.  Dave Chullino, George 
Miller and Jim Minzey will remove the baseboards. The E.C.W will pay for materials and 
labor to paint these spaces.  The Men ÏÆ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÕÙ ÎÅ× ÂÁÓÅÂÏÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
installed by George, Dave and Jim.  Thank ÙÏÕ ÇÕÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ 3ÔȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȦ 
 
All ladies are invited to our next meeting on July 16 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Nancy Anderson 
E.C.W. President 
 
News from the Knitting Corner 
 
The summertime has made our group a little thin from illness and vacations, but those who are 
coming are busy learning new patterns in knitting and crocheting. These items will be for our Fall 
Bazaar, which, will be here before we know it. Many new Christmas items are made for our tree; 
and we will have two or three surprises for our drawing. 
 
Our shawl inventory is down to six, but several have been given away to our needed friends. 
 
The knitters would like to welcome Karen Smith, a neighbor of Carolyn Harris. Karen is learning 
to crochet and is doing quite well. 
 
We welcome all to join us. 
 

Pat Whitmore 
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�'�H�D�U���6�D�L�Q�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���3�D�U�L�V�K���)�D�P�L�O�\�� 

       Please know how deeply appreciative Patricia and I are for the 
�O�R�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���6�D�L�Q�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���W�R���X�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I��
�(�D�U�Q�H�V�W�L�Q�H�����3�D�W�U�L�F�L�D�¶�V���0�R�W�K�H�U��  Our special gratitude to Fr. Bill, 
Sherry, the Altar Guild,  and others in preparation for the Requiem 
and to the Women of the Parish for the beautifu l reception following 
the inter ment.  So many of you expressed your sympathy personally 
and through notes of support.  

      We are so thankful to be part of such a carin g congregation.   

Fr. Gary & Patricia Gilbertson   

 

Thank You! 
 
�d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ�Y�X�•�����u�•���•�}�����u�‰�š�Ç�Y�X���š�Á�}���o�]�š�š�o�����Á�}�Œ���•�Y�X�Á�����•���Ç���š�Z���u���•�}���}�(�š���v�X��

�t�}�µ�o���v�[�š���Ç�}�µ���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z���š���•�}�u���}�v�����Á�]�š�Z�������u�}�µ�š�Z���o�]�l�����u�]�v���U���Á�}�Œ���•���Á�}�µ�o�����i�µ�•�š��
tumble out when my heart is so full?  Not so! 

Truth be told, I am a coward at times and this is one of those times, but I 
will not be so foolish as to attempt to thank each of you individually. 

This 90th ���]�Œ�š�Z�����Ç���Á���•���u�Ç�������•�š�����]�Œ�š�Z�����Ç�����À���Œ�U���^�š�Z���v�l�•�_���š�}���š�Z���������Œ�������v����
love, time and talent of many. 

I am so blessed; blessed to have such an extraordinary extended family, 
���o���•�•�������Á�]�š�Z���u�Ç���^�š�X���D���š�š�Z���Á�[�•���(���u�]�o�Ç�����v�����š�Z���]�Œ���t���>���K�D�����š�}���}�š�Z���Œ�•���]�v���š�Z�]�•��
family group comprised of extraordinary individuals with their individual 
expressions of love and caring. 

Thank you and bless each of you for your personal participational gift in 
this memorable day. 
 
Much Love, 
Jacqueline 
 


