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Vision & Mission

Vision
We are a community that seeks to serve Christ in all people through
God’s forgiving love.

Mission
We are here:

To offer sanctuary, acceptance and forgiveness
To strengthen and encourage each other
To advocate for and empower those in need, and
To worship, pray and grow in Christ.




Sixth Sunday of Easter
Morning Prayer Rite Two
Sunday, May 14, 2023

PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN All Creatures of our God and King" -Vs. 1,4,5&7
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1 All crea-tures of our God and King, Lift wup your voic - es, let us
*2 Great rush - ing winds and breez-es  soft, you clouds that ride the heavens a -
*3 Swift flow - ing wa - ter, pure and cdlear, make mu - sic for your Lord to
4 Dear mo - ther earth, you day by day un - fold your bless-ings on our
5 All you with mer - ¢y in vyour heart, for - giv - ing o - thers, take your
*6 And ev - en vyou, most gen - tle death, wait - ing to hush our fi - nal
7 Let all things their cre - a - tor bless, and wor-ship him in  hum - ble-
L] o | \ |
I Y I 1 LY I - 1
7 e N (. S o 7 R R I
ANIY | 1 | 1 1 | | I 1 | |
o ‘ \ ' \
1 sing: Al-le - In - 1ia, al - le - lu - jal Bright burn - ing
2 loft, O__ praise him, Al -le - lu - ia! Fair ris - ing
3 hear, Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Fire, 50 in -
4 way, O__ praise him, Al-le - lu - ial All flowers and
5 part, o__ sing now: Al-le - lu - jal All you that
6 breath, O__ praise him, Al-le - lu - ial You lead back
7 ness, O praise him, Al -le - lu - ial Praise God the
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1 sun with gold-en beams, pale sil - ver moon that gen - tly gleams,
2 morn, with praise re - joice, stars night - ly shin-ing, find a voice,
3 tense and fierce-ly  bright, you give to us bothwarmth and  light,
4 fruits that in you grow, let them his glo - ry al - so show:
Hh pain and sor-row bear, praise God, and cast on him vour care:
6 home the child of God, for  Christ our Lord that way has trod:
7  Fa - ther, praise the Son, and  praise the Spi - rit, Three in One:
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al - le - lm - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
The refrain may be sung antiphonally, by phrase; all join in the final Alleluia.
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OPENING SENTENCE
The Lay Leader says

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Lay Leader says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship
him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins,
that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Lay Leader and People together,

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter

VERSICLE
Lay Leader Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Lay Leader and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

ANTIPHON

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
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Oh, that to - day you would heark-en to his voice!

PSALM: Psalm 66:7-18
The People respond by half verse.

'Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard,

®Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.

°For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.



%You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

21 will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows, *
which | promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.

I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams; *
| will give you oxen and goats.

““Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and | will tell you what he has done for me.

*1 called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.

°If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;

Y’But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Lessons

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

’Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
religious you are in every way. °For as | went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. ““The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, “°nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. °From one ancestor he made all nations
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, “’so that they would search for
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from
each one of us. °For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some
of your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
**Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. **While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, “‘because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:
A Reading from the First letter of Peter.

“Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ““But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do



not be intimidated, *°*but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope
that is in you; “yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct
in Christ may be put to shame. *’For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. **For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, *°in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, °who in
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water. “*And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, ““who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

FIRST CANTICLE

Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.



For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THIRD READING: John 14:15-21
A Reading from John.

[Jesus said,] *“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *°And | will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. *'This is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

¥« will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. “’In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live.
’0On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you.
“IThey who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

HOMILY: On the scripture readings. James Laney

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All standing.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
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and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
SALUTATION

Lay Leader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Lay Leader Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R. Foronly in you can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Letyour way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All sit.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
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Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop Diane, and all bishops,
priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for our President Joseph, our Governor Michael, and all who govern and

hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

For those who are ill or for whom our prayers have been requested and those
whose names are on our parish intercession list, and those whose names were
added this week, and for those now mentioned by this congregation. We pray
especially for all teachers, students, first responders, healthcare providers and all
those impacted by COVID.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

We give thanks for those who celebrate birthdays especially Dave Batson this
week and for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Charles & Mary Cease
and Jason & Christina Brooks.

The Sanctuary Candle is given today in memory of our mothers and
grandmothers by Mike & Linda Gerding.

13



Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we
deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dear God,

Thank you for giving us our Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus our Lord.

Mary's faith, love and devotion to You and to Jesus has inspired us to be more
faithful to You and compassionate to our brothers and sisters. Bless us Lord that
we may imitate Mary’s readiness to do God's will. May we learn to
unconditionally love our children, grandchildren, extended family and our
community. We pray that we learn to love without condition or barriers. Guide us
Lord, to become more like Mary in faith and obedience. Enable us to more
responsive to Your mission to love and redeem the world.

PARISH PRAYER

In unison

Heavenly Father, pour down your Holy Spirit upon this Parish, and grant us a new
vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your
Word, a new consecration to your service so that, through our renewed witness,
your Holy Name may be glorified and your Kingdom advanced; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand.

Lay Leader The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Lay Leader and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Lay Leader and People

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
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CONCLUDING VERSICLE

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia.

Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

CONCLUDING SENTENCE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14
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Announcements

Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Week

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer - James Laney
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
12:00 p.m. COC Meeting

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Zoom Evening Prayer
Saturday Flying Solo

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 11
May 14t

Everyone Welcome! If you are a newcomer, please take a moment
to sign the register sheet in the pad at the end of each pew, and be
so kind as to give us your address and email. Please know you are
most welcome to fully participate. Join us for Coffee Hour, and we
hope you come again soon.

A change in the Altar Flowers or the Sanctuary Candle offering
sign-up. If you wish to offer either the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary
Candle, please email Sherry, sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com The
candle contribution is $5.00 and the flower contribution is $35.00
per vase (please note change in price). Flowers at the altar are made
possible only by your special contributions, as no Parish operating
funds are used for this purpose.

The individual intercessions for persons on the Parish Prayer List
can be found on the Narthex table. You are invited to take a copy
of this list for your own prayers during the week. If you wish to
submit a name to be included on the prayer list, please email Sherry
at: sminzey.stmatt@gmail.com
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